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NOTICE 



As a general Preface to the Diary will l<>«e of the work, togret 

with a complete Index, which inay be bouud lip 
deemed it expedient to insert anything by way of 
present volume. Yet the peculiar character of ih: 
suggests the propriety of ^. *'•'" >-^"^-.-v^ ^^^ ti>P /w^v 
|ment of the proposed trn 

It is undoubtedly very geaonuiy unowu mar i 
} the life-time of the author, nor is the evidencc 
publicatioii. Yet neilher, an th^e other hand, has ; 
conld be construed as a proliibition of such a mcasc 

>. reniain, and have proved npon inspection to 
i elative to the spiritual world aud the laws of its m 
opinion of th« most corapetent judges to warrant their publication in the form in wHi] 
xhay were left by the authcHr. Tliis has accordingly been done, through the valuable labc 
( f Dr. Tafel, of Tubingen, Gevmany ; and whatever be the character of its conteiits, : 
work is now fairly before the world. A translation into English merely extends, 
does not oreate, the pubUcity which must henceforward necessarily attach to these 
cords of an experience the most remarkable that was ever accorded to mortal man. 
ardent desire to have access to these revelations can scarcely fail to accompany th 
growing adoption of the general system of triith propoimded by Svvedcnborg, which 
constantly becoming more and more a marked feature of die hlm-. and whicli would prJ 
bably have soon demanded a version, even if thoae who ha t hff 

not entered upon the task. 

Still it is beyond question that a broad lin, io^ is to be made between thosj 

works which Swe^l--!--'' ,rid, and those wincu ne (udnot, himself give to the worl^ 
Tlie faith of the ]N 'i> so far as it ia guidedby these wtltings, is to rest upo 

that portion of them wmcn bear the seal of his own mi>n*maru.r. Others mayhe of gre^ 
service as collateral elucidations and expansions of the fäets, principles, and doctrin j 
declared, but they can never lank, in poiut of authority, with these. 

The Diary must be regarded as the hasty and immediate record of facts and imprejj 
sions, written as they occurred, for further use, and, it may be, for further inquiry. TlieJ 
are occasional variations in the mode of viewing and stating certain things, which slioJ 
clearly the progressive character of Swedenborg's spiritual knowledge. And while 
value very highly the Diary, as exhibiting the steps and raethods of this progress, it | 
not to be forgotten, that (en definite results we must have recourse to his aheady pul| 
lished works. 

Nor do we recognize the validity of the claim which has sometimes been urged, tha 
imrt of the posthumous works be published or translated, the whole should 1 
no adennate icasc-n that shonkl forbid r1ir- f.v«,v.;.^ of o ,ii.:<-vr>tlonuiv judgmeni 



iiiHiicr ui 



ciple of the mo«t 



>ni pubiished, and tiiat lou un u.o pnn- 
Mal. Areference to Dr. Tafers "Nc^^c 
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qnired a life from riches and trade. That they had actually become richer fhan 
the otheis, was shown by a spiiAtual idea. They said, moreover, that in the 
other life there wa3 no respect of persona. 1748, 10 Oct This only is to b^ 
added, that (the impression withthesespirits that) the rich would remain (rich), 
that they would pertinaciously hold on (in their mling character), and would 
practise their multifarious wicked arts— these were perhaps the illusions of spil- 
lts respecting things to come. 

TJuit Spirits have an exquisite Perceptwn of the things tSuU existfrom Societies. 

3524. I recollect its twice happening, that, while not aware of it, certain spirits, 
by means of a kind of affection or indignation, induced upon my xnind and my 
&ce the things which they perceived, and whic^ were no otherwise made known 
to me than by that effect. It was hence given to know that spirits have a very 
exquisite perception of the changes of affections and persuasions which occur, 
but which I could perceive only from the effect Thus they inspired a spécies 
of indignation or of shame, the cause of which I did not understand till some 
time afterwards. What kind of spirits they were I know not, nor do I think 
they spöke ; still they were present 1748, 10 Oct 

Conceming Tutdary Angds, and the Spirits hy which Man is led, 

3525. I was instmcted that with every man there are two angelic spirits at bis 
head, by whom the Lord protects man, whose office it is to moderate and con- 
trol the evil spirits who approach him, besides various other things pertainingr 
to a man'8 truth and good. Those spöken of just above were, I think, of this* 
sort. There are, moreover, spirits who think &at they are themselves the man 
— one, two, or three, who are subjects of the world of spirits, upon whom their 
influence acts. These spirits are changed according to the general changes in. 
the State of man, and are controled by angelic spirits of whom they are entirely 
ignorant Angelic spirits, without refiection, know no otherwise than that they 
are themselves the man, but the interiör man, in whose interiör thoughts they 
act — ^thoughts which do not fall within the consciousness of the man himiself. 
But when refiection is given they know that they are angelic spirits. As to a 
change of these — ^whether others succeed in tum — ^instruction is not given. The 
case is similar with that of the inhabitants of Jupiter, with whom, when the 
chastising spirits approach, there are two ängels present at the head. Thus,, 
too, with the dead who are to be resuscitated, there are always two ängels. 
1748, 10 Oct 

Continuatian conceming the Hollanders. 

3526. Many things were represented during this night, and after I awoke, 
conceming their wicked machinations, tending to the destniction of interiör 
things, and against conjugial lo ve ; but as I was unable to leam what they sig- 
nified, or whether they proceeded from themselves or from the prior instigation 
of other reprobate spirits, I omit the recital. 

3527. 1 will only say that there was in no case a disposition to change anything 
true and good, as (being) what they truly and rightly believe, as thatthe Lord rules. 
the universe, which is the doctrine of faith with them and others, for the Lord. 
3 
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Ifimself said that all powar was given, to Him in heavrai aad earth; it is also 
known tia them that they are nothiag ; that they cmght to put oflf the old man» 
which is to die with its pleasures and lusts, that the new man may rise ; as alao 
that the Lord hims^ is the all of life, for they pray and teaoh that all their thonghtB, 
words, and aoti<His may he govemed hy the Lord. It is known moreover that 
they say they helieve that faith is everything, that the love of the neighbor is 
the principal law, and that thus love is in all and each of the things of heavent 
and also in fiBiith ; and as the Lord is the only love and thence compassion, that 
the Lord mles the universe, and that faith is of love and therefore of Him. 1748, 
10 Oct. CoDseqnently their businesses are not condemned. 

3528. Sinee th^i the state of things is such that two ängels govem the inte- 
riörs of man and at the same time nile the spirits who induce cupidities and 
think that they are the man; and especially since the state of things is such in 
general and in particular that evil spints flow in so strongly as to have become 
acting powers, ¥^iile good spirits or ängels are mere resisting powers ; it thence 
foUows, that the world of spirits is filled with the spirits of evil, who infuse into 
man the evil of their own nature, and that to such a degree that good spirits and 
ängels are scarce able to resist it aoy longer, and thus the equilibrium is in dan- 
ger of perishing, which is the same thing with the predicted consummation of 
.the Gentiles ; fc»r when evil begins to conquer, or rather to drive away good, if 
good spirits then recede, the case of the human race becomes hopeless. But 
-iSbaA good spirits cannot resist without the immediate help of the Lord, has been 
abundantly shown me ; yet immediate help is not according to order, for order 
lequites that there should be an equilibrium of all things ; and when the equi- 
librium perishes, then the last times have arrived. That this crisis is at hand 
may be gathered from various things in my experience ; for at this day the 
throng of evil spirits is so immense, and their malignity so great, as to be incre- 
dible. They could indeed all of them be driven away by the slightest force, and 

. even by the power of an infant, but in that case the evil come into such tortures, 
and into such a hell, that it could not otherwise be than that they should endure 
severer pains than would be conducive to their amendment and reformation. 
1748, 10 Oct. 

Ihat SpiritSj aWumgh Ihey neither 9ee nor perceme any^ng tkmugk Ute Senses 
ofMan^ yet knouf wkat he Thinks, and perceive what he Cov^, 

3529. It was given me to know by experience that spirits, although they nei- 
ther see nor hear anything through the eye or ear of man, yet they know lus 
thoughts and perceive his desires; for I have spöken with spirits by whom my 
thoughts and desires were controUed, (who said) that they did not see when I 
was by the fire {fot instance), and yet they knew and wished to dispose my 

: actions. Those that are more remote do not thus see and hear, yet still they dis- 
pose ; yea, spirits know the taste of the things that I eat and drink, although they 
have not taste. Even this they would not have been awar^ of, unless reflection 
had been given them, and yet they disposed my thoughts and desires, for they 
are in £act the thoughts, as it were, of the man himself , and his cl^)idities. What- 
ever.enters through the senses he draws it up into his thoughts and into his con- 
cupiscenses, and thus into the (attendant) spirits; wherefore, since this is the 
^ case, there is no need of their seeing or hearing otherwise with me. 1748, 10 Oct. 
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That Mutual Love in Heaven is to love the Nei^ibor bettet tban ont^s Sdf, 

3530. This may be seen in shadow from tnie conjugial love, in that a husband 
loves his partner better than himself ; that he will undergo death for her ; that he 
will lay out upon her all his goods ; that he will give to her rather than (take for) 
himself. So also &om the love of parents towards their children, as it is known 
to every one, that a mother will suffer hunger herself rather than that her infant 
shall go without food. The beasts and birds, in like manner, are more soUcitous 
for their ofispring than for themselves. Thus too from true friendships, when 
one will die for his friend, and will serve him in every way before himself. So 
likewise from common civility, which draws its origin from this source, and in 
which mutual love is extemally evinced by giving better portions, dishes, &c., to 
another, and taking the poorer to one's self. And finally from deposits and loans, 
when those that are uprightwill guard and preserve what belongs to their neigh- 
bor more carefully than they do what is their own. 1748, 10 Oct. The same 
thing appears from the nature of love, which is such that it wishes to give itself 
to others, and its joy is to serve another and not itself: when there are many such 
there is mutual love, for what is similar is reciprocal. But they cannot receive 
this who love themselves supremely , or who are greedy of lucre, least of all the 
avaricious. Thus is the Lord (in his love) shadowed forth. These things are 
said in the presence of spirits. 

Conceming the Common PeopU, Rusttcs, and the like, 

3531. At the right side, as if from a deep abyss, there rose up a voluminous 
masa or €ood of people, as great numbers of people appear like such rolling 
masses or billows in the other life, as I had often observed before. They rose in 
this voluminous manner, as if with a hoarse sobbing kind of sound. I called 
it gurgling (Idunckä), because it was of a gurglmg sound (idunckweis), Won- 
dering who they were, it was told me that they were of the common people, 
rude but not depraved like robbers, the deceitful, or the malignant, but of other 
classes, which are vasdy numerous, such as simple rusties. I spake with them 
and found that they knew nothing except respecting the Lord, to whose name 
they commended themselves. As to other things they were profoundly ignorant, 
unless it were that they had some knowledge of faith. Other similar spirits suc- 
ceeded in like manner, but their sobbing, as it were« or the modulation of their 
rolling mäss resembling sobs, was quicker. They rose very near to the right 
side. Then others rose with more quickuess (and animation) through the foot, 
through the body, even into the belly, whom I perceived to be those that pos- 
sessed, during life, more of the knowledges of faith, and so pertained to the vafi- 
ous provinces of the interiör regions of the body. There were thus three classes 
of them, who knewahnost nothing in life, except that theyadored the Lord, 
8ome of them knowing something of fiodth, others a little more ; thus they were 
coUected from all that class of people who are simple in Daith. I heard those 
who were on the side, and they read the Lord'& prayer with so muoh simphcity 
that it scarcely amounted to the literal eense, still it was in such a manner as 
showed that their iflteiiors might be opeoed. It was also given to perceive fro^ 
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the odör of stalls, that they were such as had been devoted to the tending of 
flocks, bullocks, and similar domestio cares. 

3532. As to what relätes to their speech, many of them, indeed all that came 
together, were prompted to speak simultaneously, and no one any different from 
another, although there was no society ; still all spake and thought alike, which 
made them better capable of being initiated. I afterwards heard from these and 
others like them, who were nearer the side, a sonoroas speech in society or choir, 
but somewhat hoarser; then a quicker one, indicating that they could shortly be 
initiated and co^le into concert with the societies of good spirits.and afterwards, 
when duly instructed, with the societies of angelic spirits, and so onwards. Their 
conscience and perception of good was commnnicated to me, and especially their 
conjugial love, which was such that they loved each other mutua]]y,Iike married 
partners, but it was so extremely simple that I know not how to describe the 
perception of it. I spake with them of conjugial love, and they said that they 
knew not whether their wives loved them. They conversed only partly by 
speech, yet from the perception commnnicated to me, it was given to know that 
they really loved. And if they did not abhor adulteries, yet they abstained from 
them from a certain law of conscience, which they now say they do not know» 
only that they had no inclination that way, and consequently no power. 

3533. Such persons, and infiants, in the other life, are they who remain firm and 
constant in faith, without doubts, nor do they sujSer themselves to be-drawn away 
by insidious objections,wherefore they do not vacillate,caring nothing for cavils, 
and being assured that the Lord rules the universe. 1748, 11 Oct. 

Conceming certain Penons of extreme Crqftiness, 

3534. A little before the left eye, and somewhat elevated in front, werd gathered 
together in a kind of globCi those of such a quality that they act insidioualy in 
secret, far more so than others, conceming whom it is permitted on this occasion 
to reläte barely the fiact, that they continually send forth insidious emissaries, 
whom they inspire as subjects, and who act with a subtlety that cannot be ex- 
ceeded, simulating other persons, and practising various deceits hitherto unknown 
to me. They especially practise their arts against conjugial love, thence against 
interiör and more interiör (principles), and so against those that are spiritual and 
celestial. Their subjects go forth to a considerable distance, and then retum and 
report (their proceedings). Some of them, like other (i. e. like good societies) 
dared to send their subjects to me, and to hold (me for a while under their in- 
fluence). 1748, 11 Oct. 

3535. Some of those insidious spirits wished to instil into me their poisonons 
suggestions conceming the Lord, as those are accustomed to do who are made 
up, as it were, of mere scandals ; but it was given to say to them — what might 
suffice for theif conviction— 4hat the Lord was the Father, and thus one, as he 
Himself said, which might evidently appear from this, that from Him is Inno- 
cence, from Him Peace, from Him Mercy, from Him Mutual Love, from Him 
Gk>odne8s and Trath, all which are divine. Of Him Moses and the Prophets 
(wrote), and He was represented by all the typical rites of the Church; and as I 
was frdly convinced and persuaded on all these points, what would they have 
onore ? They were unable to make any reply. 1748, 11 Oct. 
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3537. Such being the persuasions of their life, that whiiheisoever they come, 
they can, as it were, seduce other spirits by the life of their peisuasions, as soon 
as their sphere begins to operate, it wad given to ask them how, if any one was 
vrarm and he sbould be surrounded with ice, he could help becoming cold ? or 
if he was in light, and the windows should be closed, (how) he should not be in- 
veloped in darkness, and thus unable to see ? 

Conceming Truths, and ^heir being varied by Circumstances, 

3536. I spake with spirits respectiäg the position, that the character of a thing 

Is often varied by circumstances. They suppose that no absolute truth is given, 

and maintain that from the power of circumstances to alter the character of a 

fact, Pilate said to the Lord, " What is truth ^ It was given to reply, that all the 

knowledges of faith are verities, that truths are etemal, and that whatever is of 

the truth of fedth is an etemal truth ; but that while circumstances may aJfect, 

they do not take away truths; as, for instance, let it be granted that Adam was 

the first and only man, and that his sons and daughters might be joined in mar- 

ziage, yet this does not nullify the etemal truth that such marriages are unlawful. 

Again, let it be assumed that it is better to enter into marriage in the season of 

youththan to practise concubinage previously; this does not take away the 

truth, that as society is constituted, such marriages cannot be contracted before 

they are able to bring up children. So in regard to the Jews and Gentiles ; (as 

for instance) conceming the Jewish children who, from the persuasion of their 

parents that the Lord is not the Messiah, are not instmcted to believe it; yet as 

it is owing simply to circumstances that.the. children cannot believe otherwise 

than they do, this does not abohsh with them the tmth, that the Lord is the pro- 

mised Messiah. And thus as to the Gentiles who are in ignorance, not knowing 

that the Lord rules the universe ; this ignorance, being a circumstance, does not 

preclude their being instmcted in the other life, and thus saved; besides many 

other things. 1748, 11 Oct, Thus the literal sense of the Word (implyihg) that 

the Lord does evil, that he slays, that he is angry ; as also that man does good, 

and other similar things in the OLd Testament, do not affect the position, that the 

interiör sense is the tmth. 1748. 

How Angdic Spirits vieto whatever comes to pass, 

3538. I perceived by a spiritual idea communicated by angelic spirits, that they 
80 regard existing things as to recognize the Lord's disposal and penmssion in 
every particular. They unceasingly look upon the events that occur as proceed- 
ing from the Lord thus disposing and permitting, yet not as men, or non-evil, or 
evil spirits do, who would &in have the Lord dispose things according to their 
views, phantasies, and cupidities, and when they happen otherwise give way to 
doubt and deny a providence ; all which flows from the &ct that they are not in 
faith, and thus from their phantasies would have the universe and all its details 
govemed just as they would govem it themselves. They neither can nor will 
acknowledge that all and singular events happen in such a way that man may 
not perceive it, and thus may be kept in faith, or brought to the state of angelic 
spirits, of whom I am now speaking, especially that man should not be soUcitous 
about the fature, or trust to his own pradence. Wherefore those that are in faith 



Digitized by 



Google 



38 SWEDENBORG'S SPERITUAL DIARY. 

rarely obtain the objects of their desire, while they desire them, bnt yet, if it be 
for their good, they obtain them afterwards, when not thinking of them. 1748, 
11 Oct. 

What the Quality of^ie Life of the EvU is, 

3539. The life of the affections or of the will of the evil is like the fire of a torch, 
or of a wax candle, or of sulphor ; for into such a life, mhich ib o^e of cupidities, 
is the life of the Lord's love and mercy tumed. The life of their undeistanding 
is as a dim lumen thence, which extends to a considerable distance, but yet 
verges to obscurity or goes out altogether. But when true celestial love 
approaches and spreads to a distance, as when the light of the sun dawns upon 
the world, it is extinguished. The fiery part first dies away, and is afterwards 
tumed to cold, because contrary to true love. The difference in the degree of 
cold is according to the neamess and quantity of the love, that is, according to 
the measure of mutual love, of conjugial love, of parental love, as also of mercy, 
peace, and innocence that there is in it. But at the approach of truth, which is 
intellectual light, their fiery lumen begins to grow dim, and at length tums into 
darkness, and that too according to the distance and quality of the light, the de- 
grees of which are indefinite. Hence we may leam the nature of the rainbows, 
which correspond to affections and tmths, or to will and understanding. 

Conceming the general Spkere of tkoee viho suppose Sprrits to be of the Nature 
i^ the Mmosphere. 

3540. I was for aome time in a sphere which was very far from being agree-* 
able, as it was so general that I could not perceivé spirits any more than if there 
had been no spirit at all, as they disappeared so completely that I could scarcely 
perceivé that they were anything. They were very numerous, and were mani- 
fested as in a small står or a white scintillation, made up of a väst multitude of 
little wandenng sparkles ; and it was said that they were like these in number, 
so that no one of them could be perceived as anything. There was at the same 
time a certain disorder about them, such as to prevent any apparent consocia- 
tion, so vaguely erratic were they in their sphere. Indeed there was nothing in 

' such a sphere but a loose general somewhat, without any fixed tendency to soci- 
eties ; in a word nothing but an indeterminate and unassociated commwne—h 
sphere that affected me most nnpleasantly, and induced an idea as if there were 
no society, and that one did not know another, but every one wandered about, 
as though fiowing forth into the imiverse at large. I was instmcted that they 
were those who in the life of the body had cherished the idea respecting spirits, 
that they were somewhat of the nature of the atmosphere, invisible, without any 
quality definable by words, thus not perceptible, though wandenng about in the 
universe. Those äiat enteitain this idea are innumerabie, on which account all 
l^at are of such a quality are Temitted into it. While in that sphere I wondered 
whether, in the other life, one would ever know another, thinking that all per- 
<^ption would perish, and still more, consociation ; and yet, notwithstanding, one 
would (somehow) find another, and i^om this arose that most disagreeable sphere 
which I have called general. I was informed that they actuaUy were in soiHety, 
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though it did not appear eo, for they yet had li&, and (from their aseooiated li£d) 
tliey spake with me. 

Conceming the Perwasion </ artain SpiriU, 

3541. There was a certain spirit who entered into me with his persuasiön, and 
attempted by means of it to do me injury. He was thrust down below, because 
siich persuasiön is not permitted. Exploration was made thence, and those who 
'were above the head were found to be of this character, and they appeared to 
have rays shooting ont of their eyes, which were bent backwards, but not ex- 
tending so far as in the case of those who had been previously exhibited in (thé 
strength of their) persuasiön, or as in that of the antediluvians, who were dis- 
tinguished by such pointed emanations, though longer. Such are those who ill 
the life of the body had succeeded in all their undertakings, and hence had 
acquired the persuasiön, that let them attempt what they would, they would 
Bucceed in it. When such persons are evil, they believe confidently, in the other 
life,. that whatever they engage in, they will succeed in it, and are in the fiill per- 
suasiön (of this) ; and certain great ones induce upon others the persuasiön, as 
is done here also, when they are (themselves) in the persuasiön. They then 
modify and vary the sphere of the one to whom they come, as may be seen in 
what has been previously said of the antediluvians. Those who weré above the 
head said, b» they believed, that they could pour forth their persuasions upon 
others, and eiFect anything by means of them. The sphere of their persuasiön 
was widely extended, and it was perceived as being extemal, so that they had 
no power against interiör things, still less that they were abla to pervert those 
that were in £aith. This faculty is among magical arts, but they are expeUed 
from societies. 1748, 12 (X^t. 

Concemmg Infants, 

354t. Infants were oftentimes sent to me in bands, which surrounded me, and 
from the sound they made I was enabled to know that they were infants. They 
were heard as something tender, yet inordinate, though their sotmd cannot well 
be described. They flowed, as it were, round about and just above the head. 
It is proper to state conceming them, that as often as they were heard, the spirits 
who were present could scarce refrain from leading them, or compelUng them 
to speak, that they might speak through tlxem. But this was resisted as often 
as attempted, and the infants were, as it were, indignant that others should think 
to rule theni and compel them to speak. I observed their resistanoe as oiten as 
the attempt was made, and when allowed they said they wished to speak, and 
yet did not wish to do it in this way ; yea, it was given them to speak fredy. 
This, I was informed, was theii temptation, that they might be kept in a co&é 
stant repugnanee towards those who might wish to lead a&d mle them, and 
might be initiated into the habit of regarding the Lord alone as he that is to lead 
and rule them, and from whom they are to think and speak ; thtts they gxow np. 

3543. They moreover, on three or four different occasicMas, recited the Loid^a 
prayer, but so tenderly that they scaiceiy seemed to apprehend even the lit^:ai 
sense ; but as they grow up they are endowed by the Lord with a friller p^« 
ception of the meaning, and are initiated into ideas» and iinally into the nåder* 
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standing of the intemal sense ; for the Lord acts throagh them chiefly from an 
interiör ground. 

3544. Some of them are of a spiritual, and some of a celestial, genins. The 
spiritual are known by a certain crackling toné of voice, as they are smarter, 
and break out more hastily into a kind of indignation when they perceive any- 
thing contrary to goodness and tnith, which they wish to correct ; but it is not 
granted them to do anything more than thus to break out änd to will, for they do 
not yet nnderstand. I have several times witnessed this peculiar ebullition, as 
if by a sort of winged dartiog forth» when they wished to utter their indignation 
because others did violence to the truth, and because it was not allowed them 
to declare the fact as they knew it to be ; but as this is not yet permitted them, 
they are immediately restrained. 

3545. That they are instructed by ängels, or in heaven, was declared to me, 
as also that they grow; and that they become more celestial and spiritual than 
others, appeared from the case of one who had died in infancy some years be- 
fore, and had now become adult as we are. He spake with his brother from 
the promptings of mutual and fratemal love, and so moved his interiörs that he 
could not refrain from tears, because, as he afterwards said, it was love itself 
that spake. Such are infrmts while growing up, and they are those who are 
nearest to the Lord. 1748, 12 Oct 

That the World of Spirits cannot hdpftying before tke powerftd Presenu of a 

single Angd, 

3546. There were spirits around me not of an evil order, and when one angel, 
who deceased in infancy — ^the son of a prince-— came to me, I remarked to him 
that the spirits would fly, as it was perceived that they could not stånd against 
his sphere, which accordingly happened^ for thé spirits removed thémselves to 
a distance, that they might get without his sphere, or place thémselves within 
its outer börder, as they were not évil. Hence it may appear that one inlant, or 
one angel, can drive away myriads of spirits, nay the whole world of spirits, for 
they cannot sustain the sphere of mutual love, and yet it was perceived that his 
sphere was tempered by thé consociation of others, so that it had comparatively 
little power, 1748, 12 Oct. 

7%at Inf anis, although they grow up in Heaven, are stUl sinful and impure, and 
in themsdves nothing hut Evil. 

3547. It was the perverse opinion of certain spirits, that infrints who grew up 
in heaven were pure, because there was in them no actual evil, as in adults on 
earth. But tnere was a certain one who had died an infant and grown up in 
heaven, who because he thought otherwise, and perhaps because he was igno- 
rant of his own evil, was remitted, like others, among spirits, and then spake 
with them on the subject of infants, saying that they were made up, as it were, 
of hereditary evil, so that they were nothing but evil, yet still with some diver- 
sity, according to the evil successively transmitted by descent from parents, 
which continually bursts forth, and, as being the evil of lusts, continually sug- 
gests falsities. Wherefore they can never be perfected to etemity, or an abso- 
lute conespondence be given, because the stock of evil incessantly buds, from 
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'wKenee are abundant actual evils in the life of the body, excited by hereditary 

evils, of which the diversities exist accor^ing to the actual evils of the parents 

sixccessively transmitte(i. Hence it is that the evils of some famUies may be dis- 

tixigiiished from those of others. Good therefore can never (from this source) be 

ixxxplanted in infants, because they cannot be good and evil at the same time ; 

\yvLt all their good is from the Lord. 1748, 12 Oct. 

3548. One who died an infant and became an adult in heaven, was remitted 
CLxnong spirits that he might know the qtiality which he had acquired from he- 
reditary evil. He was bom a prince, and I perceived that he retained a heredi- 
tary disposition to exercise dominion över others, and also that he made light of 
adulteries, as had also his ancestors ; whence it appeared that hereditary evil 
adheres without receding, and that when opportmiity offers it breaks out He 
ivas otlierwise (or ordinanly) such as to be capable of being imbued in heaven 
"with mutual love in an eminent degree. 1748, 12 Oct. 

Tkat Evil Spirits may be dispersed by those who are simply kept by the Lord in 
the Knovoledges of Faith, 

3549. It is now perceived by experience that evil spirits will recede and remain 
in an inabihty to speak or think or communicate ought of themselves to me, so 
long as I am kept simply in the faith of universal knowledges ; for it is given to 
say to them that it is of no use to urge objections, but that if they are so inge- 
nious they ought rather to discuss the objections and doubts arising from the 
knowledges of faith in which I am now held and kept ; but all the spirits are as 
dumb as if they had retired ; indeed some of them have retired, as I am given to 
understand. Hence it appears, that they who believe in simpUcity, as for in- 
stance, that the Lord rules the universe, that the Lord alone is life, that their pro- 
prium is nothing but evil, and who do not admit objections from whence come 
doubt, — ^that with them evil spirits are dispersed, for with such an one they can- 
not be, as I perceived that they themselves also think. 1748, 12 Oct. 

Conceming the lowett of the Comrrum People, 

3550. I perceived for some time, cc cold considerably severe from the sole of 
the foot upwards through the foot itself to the knee, and even to the loins ; first 
in the nght foot, then in the left. It clearly appeared that they were spirits thus 
cold, or rather cool, and wondering who they were, I was informed that those 
which ascended through the right foot were such as had hved in absolute igno- 
rance, and were contrary to my love as to extemals, (indulging) in drinking, 
whipping each other, &c., characters such as are found in the lowest of the 
populace, who live in woods, differing little from the wild beasts, and who would 
be beasts but from possessing the friculty of thought, by which alone they are to 
be distinguished from them. Those äiat ascended so coldly through the left 
foot were in like manner from the dregs of the people, who utterly denied a life 
after death, and believed that they would die like the beasts. Those therefore 
who were in such principles were raised through the province of the left foot 

3551. After these were thus raised, those who ascended through the province 
ofthe right foot were heard speaking, but from their speeoh I could scärcely 
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perceive an3rthiiig vital ; indeed so extremely feeble was it that I should lid.vo 
supposed they were at the point of death. They spake almost as if lifeless Bta.- 
tues had been compelled to speak, wherefore I began to despair of any life re- 
målning in them. Those that ascended through the left foot spake very simi- 
larly, yet with the difference . that pertains to what is spiritual, viz. that there 
seemed to be scarcely any spiritual life in them, which difii^rence could be per- 
oeived from the somid. Conceming these I began also to despair of their being^ 
able to live, for they were like sculptured statues compelled to speak, in which 
there is nothing vital. Both companies spake from behind above. 

3552. But I presently heard that they were forced into a certain species of 
aotivity, to wit, of a choral kind {gyrationis), thns into a society of gopd and an* 
geUc spirits, who made them the objects of their peculiar care, and who were 
almost persuaded that they would be ineapable of motion, miless they infused 
life into them ; and this they att^npted with an eamestness and solidtnde which 
cannot be described ; nor did they suiFer themselves to weary in this work, but 
continually labored to agitate them by a sort of rpugh gyration, attended w^ith 
the usual sonnd. 

■ 3553. When the^good and angelic spirits had thus for several hours exercised 
their patient care for them, they began to be somewhat vivified, and to appear 
no longer as si^ch lifeless beings. When this was perceived, as also that life 
might be so far insinuated into them as to ronder them capable of being in soci- 
ety, they said that they were in heaven, for this insinuated life was their heaven. 
This careful labor was continued by the good spirits through the whole night, 
when I understood that they had become more and more habituated to the soci- 
eties, and that they might be so tmited with them as to be thereby perfected in 
the things pertaining to spiritual and oel^tial life, for there was nothing repug- 
nant in them on the score of knowledges, only that there was somewhat of a 
resistance arisiag from the strong disposition to &11 back into their own (dead) 
life. But yet by one method and another they ?ure initiated, and become above 
others obedient. 

3554. In what manner life was successively infused into them was represented 
by colors, first by a whitish marble color, then by a bluish color mingled with 
white, thirdly, by rising spöts of white-hued clouds. In a word, life is insinuated 
into them thus successively that they may be enabled to enter into the fcllow- 
ships of good spirits. ' 

3555. It was after«^rds shown me what was the quality of euch by an affla- 
tus from them, first into the face, then into the anterior region of the breast, which 
was somewhat, though slightly, cold. I perceived it also as not oold, but verg- 
iug to heat; butwhether from others or themselves, I know not. 

3556. I.coidd not suffilciently wonder (to see) how sc^citonsly the good and 
angeUc spirits, as also the ängels, strove to infuse life into them. Far from beiog 
wearied^ they labored (in the taak) with the most strehuous endeavor, which was 
perceived to be from the Lord aloiie, who ftot only insinuated into the ängels such 
a studions eifort, coupled with an affeotionate delight, but who also insinuated 
life into these (semianimate spirits); for they were (in a condition) similar to 
death, so that they could be said to be resuscitated from no life into lite, and thua 
into that which is spiritual and ceiestial. 1748» 13 Oct. 
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That Distance in the other Life is a FaJlacy of Sense, 

3557. It was sometimes observed that a spirit, when he believed himself to be 
absent, nay, when (he seemed) to speak with others at a distance, was at once 
cloi^e by me, so that he could not imderstand how the matter was, that while 
speaking with another at a distance, he should be immediately present, and his 
thought, which was intermitted, be continued. 1743, 13 Oct. 

That the Speedi qfcftkers is conveyed in a Comrrum {general) Manner. 

3558. It was sometimes perceived that others spake, and what they said was 
conveyed to me, not by speech nör by distinct ideas, but in a certain general 
xnanner, so that I loLieyjr what they said, but the mode of it cannot easily be de- 
scaribed, except that it was as when others speak togethér, and it is known, as it 
'were, from the countenance what théy say. But this barely (and remotely) re- 
presents such a perception. In this general mode (of communication) there is a 

certain indication of what they say, and yet so definite that it does not deoeive. 

1748, 13 Oct 

Conceming a homicidol Poisoner, that hewas cast into a Lake, 

3559. Those that were with him complained that he continually fought against 
the things which are of faith. He was in front, and sHghtly or aboiit half inveloped 
as to his face ; and being rolled onwards for a long distance towards the ^thy 
Jerusalem, he appeared to me över the roof of the city, but was cast down into 
a miry lake, from whence he said that it was excrementitious and foul. 

3560. Being explored as to whether he was constant in his opposition, which 
"was not a bad sign, becau^e he was then less lukewarm, it was said, that after 
a delay of some time, when he should perceive that his help was in the Lord 
alone, he would come into better thoughts, and so would be firm in that part of 
fiaith (viz. dependence upon the Lord). The quålity of which he would thén 
become was shown by a cfertain plane, whereupon was a slight sprinkling of 
gold dust, which signifies something of the affection of good ; besides w^h 
(there appeared) green walks, abundantly covered withgrass. (The same tlBg 
was) afterwards (indicated) by a certain luminous something intermediate be- 
tween fiery and flamy. This was shown because there were some who doubted 
whether he could ever live, because so contrary (to fiaith). 1748, 13 Oct. • * 

Concerning Infants. 

3561. It was shown, when infiants were sometimes sent to me, and they ap« 
peared as if dispersed about the head, that they*had no fear of diabolic inlesta* 
tions, nor were at all concemed, because they had no perception iof such things $ 
wherefore, whi^ any one is in faith, he is rendered safs from such infestations, 
and infrints also^aie sent to guaid him. This was often said to me, and it wis 
^ven to percerve it. 

3562. * * When the same person said in the lake that he would not fozi^Te 
(the offence), though it was hght, because he was such during lilé that he would 
not forgive any one against whom he entertained hatred, then from another pait 
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of Gehenna there appeared a large säck, from xvhich, when opened, thereissaed 
a dense and black smoke, and rolled iteelf upwards, which indicates such hatred. 

Tkat. Spirits deeply reserU being rtded by Men, 

3563. I sometimes perceived, as also to-day, that spirits bear it very ill that 
they should be ruled by man, and thus are extremely indignant, inasmuch as 
they desire (on the other hand) to rule man themselves. If also the idea of a 
man is presented, as that he was a man in the world, they bear it ill that they 
should be ruled by him ; but not so, if that of a spirit. 1748, 14 Oct. 

That the Knowledges ofFaith are the Food of Spirits, 

3564. That the knowledges of truth are the food of spirits may appear from 
(the case of) those spöken of above, of the lowest of the common people, who 
were as dead, and as sticks or statues, in whom, because there was scarcely 
any life, life was given by means of their consorting with good spirits ; for before 
this they knew nothing what heaven was; or what faith was. As much as they 
come into the knowledges of faith, so much do they live, for so much do they 
receive from the life of the Lord, and so much have they of ability to be in angelic 
societies. So also of him that was sent into the miry lake, they said he could not 
live, because he was unwilling to receive anything of faith ; wherefore they de- 
spaired of his life: Hence it appears that they live in the other life by the know- 
ledges of fa^th; hence also that the knowledges of faith and the affections of 
good are the true food ,of spirits. 

3565. It appears, moreöver, hence what is the nature of correspondences, that 
it is not known, in the interiör degree, that there are things which correspond. 
Thai spiritual food corresponds with the fogd of the body, for the life of the body 
is.sustained by good and wholesome food ; so in other things. Nor is it known 
that the cogitatiye and voluntary principles correspond to the muscles. Hence 
also it appears that it is not known, by inferior spirits, that the things which 
ezist with angelic spirits correspond ; so also the things with the ängels. Since 
these correspondences are not known, therefore they are scarcely acknowledged ; 
ixl^efore it iis absurd to wish to penetrate into tÉie iimiost and highest myste- 
ries, which can never frdl into the perception of men; even angelic things» gross 
as they are, do not fall into it, how then shall divine ? 1748, 14 Oct. 

3566. Speaking with spiritsv(it was remarked) that when a man is sitting in 
converéation at the table, he ought to eat slowly^indlong, that the salivary ducts 
may be opened, and that his food may serve betterfor the purpose of nutrition; 
because such is the correspondence of spiritual food, which is thus according 
to the genius and nature of every one, as in the world of spirits, which food is 
that of instruction, by means of discourse. Thus also those who are spuitual, 
whose minds are at the same time delighted, and they are spiritually nourished; 
and those who are natUral, naturally; for in such things conusts the life of 
minds. Moreover, because there are spirits with every man,%uad they know 
not that spirits are ever separated from man, they enjoy their food with the spirit 
of man, when the body of man (enjoys) his. Wherefore because ängels are 
present, it is preferable that they should delight in those things which are spirit- 
ual and celestial. 
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3567. Ithas faeen previously remarked that spirits hav&everysense except 
taste ; but taste they have not It is now manifest to me that they are delighted 
^^rith man's spiritaal food, thus with the knowledges of tnith and good. But 
tlxey do not insinuate themselves into taste, which is a sense properly dedicated 
to corporeal food, or to the nourishment. of the body, in which they have bo 
d^li^ht. 1748, 14 0ct 

That those who are not in Faith cannot even name the Lord, 

3568. It was given to hear and perceive that those who are not in faith can- 
not even name the Lord, but that it is granted to those only who are in faith to 
do it, and that only where reflection is given. They tried, but were unable, at 
T^hich.they wondered; for they desired it from their propriimi. But whensuch 
reflection is not given, then it is lawful for them, as for every man. To name 
the Lord from the proprium, is to take his name in vain, as is read in the first 
precept of the Decalogue. Wherefore the Lord says they ought not to swear by 
heaven. 1748, 14 Oct. Nor can a spirit (who is not in faith) name faith, how- 
ever he may attempt it. 

TfuU in the other life Spirits are prepared, that they may be kept in a state of 

Persuasion, 

3569. I perceived that certain spirits thought-=-which is a remarkable thing — 
why, in the other life, they should not immediately come into a state of faith in 
the Lord, inasmuch as they there knew and believed that the Lord governs the 
universe ; as also some in the world may possibly believe. But they were in- 
formed, that the reason why they could not believe in the Lord, although they 
knew all this, was because their nature was repugnant to such belief, and 
although they should hear, see, and know a thousand times that it is so, they 
would, nevertheless, return to their own nature. Wherefore, their nature, be- 
cause it is repugnant, must first be castigated^ or corrected ;- and thus by de- 
grees be led into fedth, so that they can be kept by the Lord in a state of per- 
suasion,* which can only be done by slow degrees. It was, moreover, said» 
that if they, who do not believe that there is a heaven, because they did not 
believe it (in the world), were carried up into heaven, and were compelled to 
acknowledge and confess that there is a heaven ; nevertheless, when remitted 
into their own state and nature, they w^ould immediately deny, as before, that 
there is a heaven. Which fact has been proved by experience, from which it 
was seen, that such persuasions and phantasiés cling to such persons as have 
confirmed themselves in unbelief ; wherefore it is neces^ary, that faith be im- 
planted in some other way than by mere science, or knowledge, and experien^e. 

3570. It is also the same upon earth, as I was told ; for when the Jews saw 
miracles, and even ihe presence of the Lord Himself upon mount Sinai, because 
their nature was repugnant, they, nevertheless, retumed to their own unbeUéf. 

3571. Certain persons, who believed that they live from themselves, were let 
into the state of persuasion in which those are, who believe that they do not live 
from themselves, but that life flows into them from other spirits, thus, from the 

* Here the term pereuaeion would sppear to be employed in a good sense, namely, 
that of faiih, ax belief, in which sense it is also used in the tide of åna artide.— TV. 
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oommmiitf (comimmt). When they had eome into this state» tkey said, they 
coiild not thu8 iive ; and I petceived tbey were toimented with acertain anxiety. 
From which fact, it may be concluded, that if a man, who believea that he lives 
frtmi himself, and that his life does not flow into him» were to come into such a 
State» as to be persuaded that he does not Iive from himself» but from the Lord'8 
life ; and that the Lord's life flows into him thröugh ängels, and» at the same 
time, believed that he is govemed by spirits, he could scarcely Iive, although he 
was scientifically or experimentally persuaded that it is so, as was the case with. 
certain spirits ; — ^in a word» his life would, in the highest degree, be anxious ; 
wherefore, it is permitted that a man should think that his life is his own (inhe- 
rent in himself) although it is a mere fallacy of the senses. 1748» 14 Oct. 

Conceming evil Spirits who trish to enter into the Mysteries ofFatth. 

3572. I was several times infested by evil spirits, who would fain suggest 
dottbts against the more hiäden and most hidden things of faith, and thusrefute 
them» as also by those who would, by their defiled phantasies, penetrate the 
inmbst and highest things of faith. I then proposed tö them, having recourse to 
representations, to look into the intestines, the seat of the vilest excretions, (and 
see) whether by their ratiocinations and intellect they were able to know and 
comprehend what the truth is as to their forms, how the separating processes go 
on, and whether they could understand how the different discharges (are form- 
ed), of which (process) there are so many diversities. If they could not under- 
stand theSe viler things, how could they grasp things spiritual and inmost? 
1748, 14 Oct, 

That evä Spirits seize upon TruA and Ooody although they do not know what 

they are, 

3573. There was something which I had forgotten, and which I seemed to myself 
anxious to recal to mind» but (certain) spirits were unwilling ; wherefore when it 
was recalled, or was on the point of being recalled» they snatched it away , so that I 
could not recollect it. I know not what it was, nor did the spirits know, sup- 
posing it, however, to be something which might infest them, or which pro- 
ceeded from malijce. It was hence given to know that spirits can seize and 
secrete even things of which they know not what they are $ as also that they 
can perceive how near a thing is to being recalled to my mind which I have 
oace seen. It appears also from this, in a two-fold manner, that evil spirits, at 
the first presence and approximation of truth and good, seize upon it and per- 
vert them,— one reason of which is that they are so directly opposed to their 
nature ; another, that their malignity is such that they are prompted to seize and 
conceal 1748, 15 Oct. 

That aä things are createdfrom Use and for Use. 

3574. (spake by ideas of thought vpith angelic spirits» that nothing wa8*ever 
created in the world but from an end, whence is use, and from use effect; and 
thns everythin^ is created from use for use. I spake first of the lunga» that they 
were formed for nise» being designed to be subservient to particular functions, as 
first to give life both to the muscles and to the organs of sense, and then to apply 
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ttietneélves to ewäi, yea, the most siagnlar, of the (varioua) fimctions. Thiia the 

nse of evérything is pire-exist^nt» and ought to be foreseen.and provided for. 

The end is that the whole body, as to fimctions and senses, may live ; thus 

it is B. Idiid of commum, to "idiich every single use has respect» so that uses aie 

mediale ends to a universal use, which is the life of the body. The musclee and 

organs of sense, as the sight (for instaiice), have respect to a common use, 

namely , the intemal sight ; wherefore they also are for use and from use. In- 

temal sight, or thought, has respect to a common end, which is the good of 

society in general and in universal över the earth ; wherefore all things of thought 

-wUl be uses, and tending to that end, thus (tJiey will be) intermediate ends. 

8575. Interiör thought has rei^pect to the' common good of society and socie- 
ties, thence of the whole world of spihts and of heaven in the other life, where- 
fore eachand all the things of int^or thought have respect to mediate use. In 
the inanimate and animato woiid also everything in like manner has regard to 
use» that they may, in various ways, subserve the interests of man. They are 
therefore uses, to which each and everything is formed, and from the interiör 
have respect to the exteriör. Hence it may sufUciently appear that the most 
universal £nd of all is that which disposes all and each; and that He who dis- 
poses is the end from which and to which every thing tends in order, and that 
the (grand) End, which is the Lord^ causes that all inferior ends and uses should 
have respect to Himself, and that nothing can have this respect except what is 
from Him ; and that that End is Life may appear from the ends of each individual 

3576. Unlees the Lord were the End, no one could perceive how uses and ends 
ehould form the viscera and other natural organs, which no mortal understands, 
för no idea is to be had of use except from effects. And as use&and ends can 
never exist but from organic substances, and because uses and ends are the 
vital prineiples of organic substances, it thence appears that the Universe, as to 
its contents, from the inmost to the outmost, is organic, and that the Lord alone 
is life, and thus the Universe is filled by the Lord. 1748, 15 Oct. 

3577. As it appears th^efore that throughout the universe use can never be 
separated from organic substances, there results hence a reason for the use of 
ultimates in nature ; they flow from the uses of ext^nnal organic substances. 
Use separaCe from organic substances is fiot given in the created universe, thus 
(it flows) necessarily from the Lord. But that all use might be seen from ulti- 
mates, is a consequenoe of man'8 being bom such a being as he is, — one who is 
to be instructed by sensual things ; but lus sight extends from extemal to inter- 
nsJ this^ by a removal of the extemal, ot, as it were, by their death, for when 
the extemal are removed, the intemal appear, and upon their removal, things 
still more interiör, so that finaUy there are no extemals. Thus by removals and 
rejecticms (from before to) behind the intemal, a way from the posterior to the 
prior is given*-a process with whioh man is familiar. 1748, 15 Oct 

, 3578. But yet the extemals are not wholly rejected and consigned to death, so 
as to become nothing, but they are disposed by the Lord that they may be^ sub- 
servient to interiör things, and thus to Himself, which subserviences are of such 
väst variety, in order that an indefinite variety of genera and. species may be 
given. Sudi subserviences are represented in the other life by colors, as of the 
rainbow, by odörs, as of flowers, by i^heres, from which their qualities are im- 
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mediately perceived, by resembling images of yisnal things» as iftrell as by other 
kinds of perceptions, which truths flow in only through the interiörs, from ttie 
remains {obsequiis) of extemal things. 1748, 15 Oct I was instracted concemin^ 
the things here tréated of as much by ideas of interiör thought, as by speecli 
communicated to me. 

Conceming SpiriU who say that ikty are Nothing, and yet vnsh to be EveryAing ,• 
or concerning the Antediluvians, 

3579. There are spirits who appear at a great depth behind» whose Ufe is like 
that of a wintry light, and who strenuously affirmed that they were nothing, bnt 
it was perceived from their speech that this was not their real senl^ent. It Tiras 
also said to me by others that they declare this of themselves, when yet they 
would fiainbeeverything; wherefore, in order that they may emerge and mingle 
with others, and thus destroy them, they say they are nothing. When I men- 
tioned " love," they could not admit the word, because (it conveyed to them the 
idea of something) so gross that it did not appear to be anything. Thus they are 
dévoid of love and are of a wintry quality. They were the antediluvians, of 
whom I have spöken before. 1748, 15 Oct. 

3580. I spake with them when they were below, and indeed very deep be- 
neath the posteriors, conversing with them thus remotely and profoundly dis- 
tant altogether as if present, for distance (in the other life) is of no account. I 
supposed that they had thus confirmed themselves by arguments and reason- 
ings against the truths of faith, and some of them so fully as, by the force of 
reasonings, to go entirely contrary to faith. But it was given to observe, that 
this was not so much from their abuhdance of ^urguments, as from their persua- 
sion, or the things which they thought, for whatever they thought was persua- 
sive (with them), of which more below. 

3581. I späke with them conceming objections and reasonings against the 
truth of faith, that they were mere shadow,and cotdd tum the hght of trath into 
shade, and could place the clear knowledges of faith, by a multitude of objec- 
tions, in such doubt, that it was afterwards very difiicult to believe, when yet 
truth is truth, and the knowledge of faith is the knowledge of Mth, and that there 
(only) is light. I represented this at the sametime by means ofimaginationand 
thought, thus inwardly according to their mode of speaking and understanding, 
and it seemed to me as if others about my head uttered such speech as was 
within my self. There was represented a sparrow, as to which I know that such 
a bird actually lives, and is of such and such a quality. Now if I should con- 
template its viscera and its brain, and thence reason whether the sparrow be 
alive, and whether it be such as it is, the fact will be denied ; namely, if upon 
seeitig its brain, and perceiving that it is like a jelly, I should reason (with my- 
self ) how this (brain) could live, and cause (the bird) to live with senses and a 

l)ody, then (again) if I should inspect the viscera, as the liver, the pancreas, 

the intestines, and also the vessels, with the fibres and their conineetions, and 
should thence reason whether (the bird) could Uve, when such and. such things 
could never cohere, conspire, and operate to cause it to Uve, and so of all the 
contents of the feody ; — 

3582 Since (I ^ay) I know not in regard to these things how they contribute 
to life, and deem it impossible that life should be the result— -if on this account 
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I sfaotild deny thiit the sparrow realiy Jived iaiA was what it is, (should I nol aet 

unreaecHiably^) Would it not be sufficient that it was plain that it did live and 

"uras of such a quality ? And to reason in siich a way, would it not be to cast 

tS[ie mind into such shades and darki;e8&-— which were at the same time thence 

represented— that I should deny what was (obviously) true ? It was ålso given 

to represent a certain flower which I see to be a flower of beautiful colors. If 

norw I should reason from the stalk, from its fibres, which simply rise on high» 

froza the juice oozing forth, then from the root, how it could produce and form 

such. things, so that the partides should beautifully arrange themselves as if 

they knew what they were about, causing such elegant colors and also the flower 

itself to exist— if from these things I should reason conceming the existence and 

quality of the flower, should I not ML into shade, and deny that the flower ex- 

isted, and so on ? Wherefore a thousand objections may be started; as many^ 

in fact, as the objects themselves, and all of such a nature as to destroy tmth 

and cover its light with (d&rkness. 

3583. As they were unable to reply tothis, though they appeared as persons 
convicted, it was given to know, that their persuasive principle arose hot so 
much from the store of reasonings as from other causes, and that they had con- 
firmed and darkened their minds, so as to deny the truths of faith. But as they 
vrere smitten, as it were, with such a love of self ias to suppose that whatever 
they thought was actually so, and thus to deem themselves infallible and as 
gods upon earth, this was perhaps the source of their persuasive prmciple, con- 
ceming which I have spöken before in relation to the antediluvians» which is 
also confirmed by this that when they Hved in the body, they would have 
strangled those who did not admit that every thing was just as they would have 
it. They would not allow its being said that they wished to kill them, but rather» 
to strangle, and thus to suflbcate them, for their persuasive principle is such as 
to suflbcate, whence some would have it. that the flood is to be understood is 
this way, as something by which men were suflbcated one after another. For this 
persuasive principle is such as to suflbcate others by taking away their respira- 
don, wherefore they now say that they are thus suflbcated by their own persua- 
sive principle, when it penetrates iAteriorly, where the spiritual resists, so as not 
to suflfer them to die etemally. 

3584. As there were many öf the evil genii who wished that these spirits 
might come forth from that hell, that thus ^ they might in conjunction destroy 
me — for there is a continual plotting and purpose witibuspirit^ and eviL genii to 
compass my destruction, and with a view to this they especially aim to 
make me (think and) say that they are nothing— wherefore they impressed 
upon them the idea of their issuing forth, and (in order to this) poufed upon 
them, as it were, the prompting to say that they wete nothing, that thus 
they might emerge. There was therefore heard a deep tumultaous uprowt 
beneath the posteriors, like that of a huge.tuinultuous and turbulent roUo- 
ing, which continued for some time, as it arose from their movement, becauae 
they wished to emerge, and to stroggle forth into the wodd of spkits. Thöir 
sphere of tumultuous and turbulent activity extended itself u^wards to the left 
side, in a direction ta the left of the imus ; wherefore it was permitted that soma 
of them should emerge, who then appeared above the head a little in front, to 
the apposite of where the profound depthwas,or to the opposite of the posterii^s. 
4 
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8585. They attempted there, through their strong pexmuwiTe piimnple» nadt 

•SBisted byttieevil genii, to infuse theii deadiy infiueiice into me« bot in vain $ 
I even spake with themtidéxe, though tbe tenor of äw convereatiaa hiU escaped 
me. Butin thenight wMe asleep, I cnxddenly seemed to myedf to be Btifio- 
^ated; but from being arieep I knew not whence it vns, thoagh the angds that 
Were with me knew. Wherefore I besought help of the Lord, and there ftppcMttr-' 

, på a man with me in tiie bed, upon wtuch I waa immediately delivered, andl 
deliveredtodby the Lord. Itwas thence given to know what is the qmlky €>f 
their persuasive principle, that by means of it alone they/can stnmgle or suflfo^ 

eate otheis, yea whomsoever ^that even— ^— as if awidte, when in the state 

there was exhibited a kind of representative breast-plate, whidi cannot be 

. éesciibed, ss sueh an idea is not expressible by wo«ds/ The breast-plate how- 
ever signified that it (the thinginqaestion) was of no vtdne,thalit was seaicely 
an aigument, and yet that such a thdng had been so strong a persuasive, that if 
mny jone would not have believed it they would have soo^ to kiU him. Tliey 
induced a persuasion also that a small man was lying witti me» norcould 

« I» ix^ that State of sleep, as if awake, thii^ otherwise than that sach wa» 

.tfae&ict; lalsoheardhii&speakxDg. Hcnce it mayappearhow strong had beeo 
their persuasive principle. 

9586* At length some ef them who supposed that they were able to do any^ 
thhig» even to take snvay the life from any one, or su£focate any one, began ta 
liemble greatly, and to be gmdually submerged^ It was perceived by interiör 
vision that a certain small child was puslung them down« from whose presenee 
they 80 tottered and trembled,thai they cried out äiat they were in angaish, and 
mdeed ta that degiee that they often betoek themselves lo suppEcatkms that 
they nught be delivered. Bnt still they were thrust down with sneh tzemblii^ 
and anxiety that they related to their companions nnder the mountain that they 
vere overpowered, so that they eonld scarcely bieathe» and thns that they na 

, inoi:e desired to come into the worid of spirits, and lead men» as tbey said thu» 

. desixe was infused into them by evil gcnii 

3587. The spirits who were before around vie fled, and some who letnmed 
lemarked that if they had remained the life of thekr respiiatlon woidd have been 
taken away from them. Some who were en the left of the head, mskå who were 
^eir subjects» afteiwards complained that they more than others weie rendered 
almost liiÉéless, for (the spirits spöken of) inwaidly held that alt others conqpafedl 

, to them were nothing. Such in £sct Ib tiiieir persuasion» that in comfpaiison with 
themselves othexs are nothing, and this peisnauonpenetiates others, sothattiiey 
eke affected with great anxiety in finding themselves, in theif own esteem, to 
he redueed to nothing. There were those who desired that they nught emeige 
jn order to my destruction ; but thek presence made them feel, with much anz' 

• iety» that they were as nothing. Some ci them were seen by me ta be seized 
With vomiting» for when they seemed to themselves to be leeovered from fhal 
(apparent) death; the effect of the recovery was to produce the votaodting which 
.^ims seen. Certaih of the evil genii wha were above the head assoeiated with 

* From tbe broken mtuiiier in whioh the paragraph is giren, the reader would nata^ 
rally iufeE, what Dr. Tafel, the editor» says ié the fact» that the MS^ is here somewhat 

• defective» the paper having been tDrn^ I have coucladed to let it stai^ as it appeais in 
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\ sevenl othen, for tbey are intent upon czaläly takingix^Jife. They 

«aid tliose 4lid not suffer in thia manner from them who think themsdvies 

:lo be so Aubtle that tey oannot be afiscted by Uieir persuasive pnnci{4e» 

thougb. they were still liable, as was in aozne measure perceived by me, to be 

. «e]0ed iwil^ vanous anzseties growing out of such strict conjuictioiifi^ I knew» 

^avsrev^Tf by positive as&urance, tihat if they did not desist they would be in- 

'w^urdly affected and punished woise than others: Such are thQ genii who eagedy 

-watcb. for an oiccasion elacting in äiis clandestinely deoeitfiil manner. 

3589. It was afterwaids slvown me how their women were clpthed as to the 

Ikead, viz. that they wore a roimd black cap considerably large» with a kind of 

^tiuret between the small snow-wlute (projections), and becaose likey loved in- 

iants, tliey delighted tohave äiem go befoi^ them, which also was repiesented 

to me, and how they went before in an inflected^iine, the mothers glorying (in 

tbe znean time). Speaking of die love of iiitaats, (I said) that the same pmoiple 

«xisted amoog all the brute beasts» and tkus among" tlie worst of the hmwa 

^ race ; but if they loved infants, nöt for the sake of eelf-love and^ self-glQry» l^ot 

'wkh a view to the cammon good by the iacrease of human society, andmore 

tespecially by the mmkiplieation of the numbers in heav«n, thus on account of 

the cdfistial sacieties, and thus on acoouat of the Iiord, they would th^ lia;ve 

.bad the genuine love «f intots; but this was not thcars. ' It was said conceraipg 

the mea, that as they grew up they becåme daformed^ éspecially from the quan- 

i^ty of faair about thek faces, which it was peroeived was connected wiäh . their 

porsuaai^ pzmciple. It was said that their women weie smaB. 1748, X§ Oct. 

BowMancugfdtoihink. 

Z590, 1 have heard spirits reasonäng together, saying, that they could not rea- 
«on otherwise thanfrom sensual and eoipoveal things, oonceming spiritual and 
•celestial things, because they were corporeal. But it was replied, that they 
'should think from heaven, that is, frcwa the knowledges of faith, which are heav- 
»enly, and which are revealed (in the Word), and thus, if necessary, these know- 
ledges might be eonfirmed by sensual things. For the ängels are in the sphere 
of feith, thus in the knowledges of feith; fhas they naight think concenung 
heaven^^d inlhis manner, innumerable truths would be revealed to them, as 
to thosein heaven. 1748, 16 Oct 

That we can ktumnothing except^hA is granted hy the Lord. 

aSQjl. Ihere wej» spicits wko confused dxemselveis froni the het that th^y did 
iu>t know how every one enjoyed the liberty of ihinking, and that ideas did not 
flow aocording to4he order which they supposed, aad they wished to inquire 
into the causes, but were not [able to discoyer them. It was told them that the 
reasoa of this was, that they might know that they knew nothing, for if t^ 
. wished io inquire into the details of eveiything, tfaare would be indefinitathings 
which would confound, yea^ indefinites of indefinites.; and if they should kn^w 
some of these, stiU there would immediately be ottuers that were opposjfad to 
them, aad so on; thus the iuquiry would be protracted to etemity,and coatntfy 
things would continually confound them. Wherefore it is of 4he L(Md's pr^vi* 
dence that one finds so many contraries in eveiy particular about whLoh m/sa 
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reason and conclude, viz. that in conseqnence of the conftuion aiising ftom 
theise contraries they may abide in universal traths, or in tiie knowledges of 
liedth, t2iat these may govem their thouglits, and that while theyprevaillbey may 
abstain from such (fraitless inquiries). 

3592. There are moreover contrary objects, indefinitely nnmeroiis, which in- 
duce falsities ; for almost everything that the eye sees is a contradictory objeet, 
by Tvbich, if themind dwells upon it, it is confolmded and blinded» while on 
the other hand there are but few traths known to man, in which, if he does neot 
firmly hold bis mind, itwill rush into snch falsities that itwffl cometobewholly 
made np of mere scandals against the trtiths of faith. 

Concerriing a merdless Mercy,and {conceming) Charthf. 

3593. Certain spiiits, when I was wrilÉBg respecting the imtediiuTiatis, (aad 
saying) that they had scaroely anjrthing (vital) left, were touched with sueh 
eompassion, that they persuasively induced the ideaof the Lord's becoming pia- 
eable towards them ; and because they induced a d^ree of this persnasion upon 
me, it was not given then to instract them that such, if they should come into 
the 8{»iritual world, would destroy whomsoevCT lliey should find by an unsea- 
sonable eompassion. Others were greatly moved, they knew not whence, ta 
exercise a like pity, and because they penetrate eve» to good spixits, or to the 
proximate or intermediate societies, evil and good, it was permitted &at some 
ef those who were under the mountain, where were the antediluvians befoie 
epoken of, should come forth; but, as was then perceived, there were other» 
also who descended to them, whose Me was sinnlar. But conceming the ante- 
diluvians, and the malmer of their coming forth, see just below. 

3594. I perceived that some of these wfere received among the crafly spirits- 
libove the head» whi(^ I think was mentioned before» who were perhaps from 
among the modems similar to the antediluvians, and who continually desired to 
be saved, and thus were able to excite deep eompassion, which because it pen- 
etrated to the intermediate (spirits), it was shown of what quality they were- 
whom they wished to save, and for whom they prayed. There came those who 
think so little of adulteries» that when they see a house where there is a wife, 
theyenter itwithout conscience, and endeavor by every effort, byforce and 
lapine, to ravish ber. By the presence of such spirits I was for a long time in- 
fested, and thos^who were so unseasonably compassionate pereeived of what 
quahty they were, viz. that they were prone to évery species of wickedness» 
nåy, that by a p«rsuasion similar to that of the antediluvians they would excite 
neaily all that came in their way to the perpetration of the same enormities, for 
they. pressed on with the utmost contnmacy (in iheir instigatipns) ; they were 
invisiUé, and widied their agency to be concealed ; though long sought for, they 
were not to be found; thus neither could others know whence such wicked in- 
eanity po^ured itself forth, acting as they did in dngnise, and at the same time 
indpiring compassioa. Thus in order to excite at once both the evil and the 
upright, they craftily äisinuate themselves into good affectiöns, having dedeit 

continually) in view, and oonsulting their own interests solely, nor caring if the 
whöle universe (beside) should perish. 
360$. That thede abandoned adulterers exist in immensenumbers, was shown 
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hj ihwc beki^ Immg^t into a gyre (or choral tiain)» and foUowing coatimianyia 
u-gyre, indefimtely drawn out Tliey continued ttuisfor a long time, from which 
it ivas evident that the number is immense of ^ose who make ZLOthing of adul- 
toories, and it -was said that ChriBteodom» above all other knds» ib filled with 
«ach ; for in other lands these abominations are not heaid of, but in Christendom 
e«rery bond of shame is broken. 

3596. I spake, mozeover, with those who were pzompted to this unseasonable 

compassion, and it was given to say, that this was outsageous, not that they 

ahould be touched with pity, but that when informed (of their character) they 

skoQld be disposed to exereise compassion towards such as were aiming to de- 

ceive and pervert the whole world, intent only upon their (vile) enda — ^that whea 

instmcted in their qviality they shonld still persist (in their misplaoed pity)» 

"wkich -was in &ct worse than the desire to punish eveiy one <(oi them), for those 

vrho are tlms compassionate reftise to be afiected by compassion from the Lord» 

that is, in behalf of thbse who perish (by their means) ; even if it were the wholfl 

-wterld that should perish (in this maxmer), still they would not desist from their 

compassion towards those who destroy them. I observed that those were of 

<!his character who reason much conceiiung the Divine government, and thua 

caat themselves into absurdities, not knowing what compassion is, and remain- 

ing ol>stuiate, though instnicted. They suflfer themselves to be easily persnaded 

by such deceitfiil, merciless splrits, who inspire compassion for the sake of 

themselves and their own pre-eminence ; and so long as this decBitfi:d persna- 

sion is infused into them, they persist (in their mistaken pity). 

3597. It was shown tha;t among those who inspire this unseasonable com« 
passion, the priestly order was conspicuous. They would fain have others feet 
that they must Uve, though the whole world should perish. Tlius of the monks 
and Jesuits the greater part are of this character, who, from the habit contracted 
in life by such a persuasion, are able to possess others with the idea that they 
must be saved at all hazards ; for they have, by persuasion, drawn över to their 
interest the priests who were not (onginally) such (as themselves). It was 
Äownthat those of this quality, are represented by a priest clothed in a black 
garment, who had a wfaite cloud around him ; and afterwards by a white (robed) 
Virgin, whom he took for himself, with whom he was let downwards ; but that 
whiteness of hers or his was taken away from him. 

3598. It hence appears that what is called the Christian world is almost of the 
character of the antediluvian, deceitfrd, acting invisibly and covertly, and indeed. 
from a similar persuasion ; wherefore their life is enmilar, viz. the life of winter, 
Indeed the world called Christian is in this respect woirse than the antediluvian, 
that it accounts adulteries as nothing^ and when adulteriés are accounted as 
nothing, it follows that they have nothing which savors of love, and they wish 
to destroy societies because they are contmry to them ; hence too they become 
orael, which is inseparable from adulteries; £G»r the resultof a single adnltearous 
act is a proneness to eraelty. Thus m Italy, where the monks (licentiously) in- 
sinuate themselves among married women, nothing is more obvious than that 
they become vindictively cmel. 

3599. In a word, to be compassionate toward such is the opposite of compas* 
sion, for it is pity towards the pitiless ; wherefore if they do not suffer themscÄves 
ta^be ijQstracted» their tender n^ercies are craeL It hence also appeaxs that they' 
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efitiee wives and virgms to adnltery and lewdnesSr by excilfng eompi 
B&niely,{that they may be kd to pity thera ; whereaa sneh compasakm is mn ottC^ 
nige, snpposing thal lliey may pity because they tfamBsehres loae notliing,.iiHieix 
yet coQJugial love is thereby destfoyed, and tfins all other loires, and thns the' 
Uessedness of etcmal life. 

3600. It appeaiB a£BO ftom this, tbat love, chasityrand comfpamion de noe 
exist, if they be a mere affcction (<mp sentiment), unless tfiere be (aJao) the kno^v^- 
ledges of &ith, ihus an nnderstanding instrncted in 1h» knowiedges of faitb 
'Wichoat these there is n» (trae) conseience. 

3601. I^ch then ace the deceitfnl who persnade to coH^MMsion, and whe have^ 
»cqnired this persuasion in tilie life of the body. They poseese tiiemselves of a 
place nndef the occiput, both because they wish to ruie- in heaven and earth, 
and becanse they desire to act covertiy , for they were aecustomed dnring^ life to 
sict in snch a manner that meii should not detect their stBatageaos. They speak: 
piotlsly and meteifully with the men whom they deceive, wickedly and deceit- 
fEdly with each olher and within themsdves, and live flagitiöusly. 1748, %J Oct^ 

That CtjeOionsare wiiobe iMrged agmn$t theKnowledgt^cfFitdh. 

3602. I spake witb spirits conceming those who form objections to the know- 
iedges of fiedlb, (remwrking) that this is a sign that they will doubt and deny^ 
Wherefore no objectk>ns (of this kind) ouight to be formed, because they are 
doubts and denials ; for a thousand books may be filled with objections. Con* 
sequentLy confirmations ought to be assumed, which are insmuated Such are* 
those in heaven, that they love only confirming things, and reject objectionsw 
Another reason for this is, that (objections) sae innumerable, and scarcely any- 
ihing can be clearly known, not even in the lowest departments of nature, 
1748, 17 0ct 

Conceming FaM, 

3608. There are tEtoee in the otker life, as I have long peiceived witibi myself^ 
who say that £Euth alone is saving,and who yet do not knowwhat faiäi is. 
They suppose it to be a certain looking to the Lord ; this is their only idea ; thu» 
it is an undeterminate and umvexsal somethixig, which signifies nothing; where. 
fofe no (distiact) idea of it can be bad. Put faith signifies the univeisal know* 
ledges and troths of faith, and thu» involves the' things to be b^eved, coaceming 
which you may see,dsewhere.* Without these (knewledges) there is no faith,, 
but the knowiedges of £sdth are faith, because fisuth is to be bad in them, or (ia 
Other words) they are to be believed; ideas thns become det^nninate. 

Concennmg Anger. 

3604, r sometimfiB wondered that when a toomltwäsheaidinthestreets, ie 
shodd su^denly have ceased. But I was instmctedr that whenever a tnmiik 
occnrs, a sphére of anger predominates in the wodd of qpints, and wlien 
it ceases, that that sphere ceases, for everythäng suddenly beeomes traBqnil. 

* Swedenborg h«i« sappöMS himself to hsve teaders of what he writes, and Mnie- 
qaentl7 we must .infev that as fae wroto hia Diazy to be rtad,. he wxote it alio to be 
pnbliflhed.— 25^. 
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Haoce it was givon me to kno w, that when I waa in a staie of (snzroimdiD^ 
ancreir» it was suddenly taken away by the Lord, and immediately tfaere waa 
nothing tumukoonsbeaid in the wofld, but aU things appeaied oalm. 1748* 

Cancerning Vie Uea of Place, 

3605. I obserred that wbenever I heaard anything, thotigh wUhoiit seeing it, I 

stall foimedanideaofplace, asofwhatkindof plaoeitwas; but this was ima* 

fpaxry^ because the ptace was not such, upon which I had no reflection before 

this was recalled into memopy and idea, thas acknowledging that I had fictii- 

tiovsly formed to myself the idéa of place. It was also observed that when I 

liad heen for some time in one eha,mber it becamé iiecmiliar to me, so that I cotdd 

than better eommand my ideas than when in another chamber or place. Thns 

for example, yesteiday, having removed from the chämber where I was sitting 

to another adjoining room, in which I w^ accustomed to write, a kind of tran- 

quillity ensued among the (attendant) spihts, though ignorant, as it were, of 

iv^here I was, at which I wondered. I am now speaking of the fact, that spiiit^. 

•wish to have their ideas connected with place, as unless (the place is) at the 

same time in their idea, things have a kind of foreign air to them, and they know 

not, as it were, where they are, so that the idea is not d^erminate miless it be 

connected with place. It was moreover observed that one place has a prefer- 

ence (in their esteeni) över another, es pecially from the vicinity of spirits who 

seem to themselves to be eonversantthere, as might be abnndantly confirmedby 

fäets, besides that the same ^ect is produced by the piesence of men who are 

néar, and in the honse ; so that in feict such things exist (with us heie) as (do) 

in the world of spirits ; upon which, (however,) because they become of sucli 

evöry day and iamiliar occurrence, man does not reflect ; yet he derives (all) 

bis causes from the world of spirits. 1748, 17 Oct The ground of all thisis, Ihat 

the idea is not finited (or fixed) without space, or, which is the same thing, with- 

out structure (or form). They drew back the foot when thinking of places, a 

kind of sign that places and material things served as fulcra on which (their 

thoughts) stånd. 

Conceming the Interiörs ofihe Word, (and) how they are to be explained, 

3605}. There was a representation made to me in sleep by means of anumber 
of säcks of money, in which was contained a väst quantity Of silver, that waa 
buried, some in a lower and some in a higher place, so exposed that any one coujd 
plunder the treasure, as the säcks were not tied. The piaee was then explored 
where (the säcks) were concealed, which was a mänger in a stable, by whicli 
was signifiedthe human intellectuaL But that was an unsuitable place, signifying 
that the human intellect ought not to have a part in explainingthe interiör things 
of the Word. I then went into a smaU arched room (or saloon) where it seeme4 
at iirst that it would have been pleasant for me to dwell. There were modest 
▼irgins there, with a modest wife, signifying that these thiugs were not to ^ 
expounded, as is usually done by preachers, with a view to excite the affections^ 
for thns, not muck (besides the declamation) reniains. Afterwards I was in i^ 
place of ample extent, wh^ere were two littile childien^ wit^ which I wiabed to 
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sport, signSfying, that it was proper to engage m3rself witii them, bnt not to sport 
in an in&ntile manner. There then came out of the salöon a most diBsolnte 
makLen, among the fidrer ones, who woold fain have prevailed npon me by 
force ; and when I was in the act of flying, I awoke, and saw the carcase of a 
hoise, signifying that human eloquence was not to be cultivated, which appeairB 
as a beautiful virgin ; but because she was a harlot breaking out from such a 
saloon, fåie appeared to me to be such as was the black carcase of the horse. 
Hiese thingswere represented byspirits, and therefore not as a pastime. I- 
fecoUect also that I was in a place where were säcks of silver» and two perserns 
sitting upon them, of whom one was obscure, and very plainly dressed, signify- 
ing that such is the sense of the letter, while its interiör things are stored away 
in the säcks. 1748, ISOct. But these thingswere represented by spirits, and 
with a view to fieivor them on account of their worthy aim, they are here inserted.* 

Coneemtng ike Qtudity of the Phantasies of Uie deceitful Gehii,\ 

Ä deceitful genius was with me behind for the space, I think, of a whole däy, 
--die saine who had moved others to compassion in his behalf, when yet he 
xegarded himself alone. His phantasies, when he came into another sphere, were 
represented by serpents. 

In tvhat manner filihy Ideas punisk those who entertain tkern. 

3606. Filthy ideas which were represented by spirits, and appeared represent- 
atively, while not flowing from any special effort on their part to render them 
such, are not here treated of; but there were other obscene spirits who dvell 
intently on these things. with the express purpose of imprinting (on their minds) 
the idea of something foul and filthy. It then appeared to me that that idea, be- 
oause it was (the fruit of) their filthy phantasy (proceeding) from themselves, 

♦ The incidents narrated in the above artide are thus given in the D. S. S. n. 26 :— 
** To prevent any person from entering into the spiritual sense, and perverting the gen- 
uine tnith which belongs to that sense, tliere are guards set by the Lord, which are sig- 
nified in the Word by flie cherubs. This was made known to me by the foUowing 
representation : It was given to me to see great purses which had the appearance of 
bags, in which was stored up money in great abundance : and as they were open, it 
seemed as if any one might take out, yea, steal away, the money therein deposited ; 
bnt near those two purses sat two ängels, as guards. The place where they laid ap- 
peared like a mänger in a stable. In a neighboring apartment were seen modest vir* 
gins with a chaste wife ; and near that apartment stood two infants, and informatiun 
was given, that they were to be treated in their sports, not in a childish way,butaccord- 
ing to wisdom. Afterwards thei;e appeared a harlot ; and lastly, a horse lying dead. 
On seeing these things I was instructed, that thereby was represented the literal sense 
jof the Word, in which is contained the Spiritual sehse. Those large purses full of monef 
signified the knowledges of truth in great abundance. Their being open, and yet guard- 
éd by ängels, ^ignified, that any one might take thence the knowledges of truth, but that 
there was need of caution lest he should falsify the spiritual sense, in which are naked 
tniths. The mänger in the stable* ;in which the purses lay, signified spiritual instnxo- 
tion for the understanding ; this is the signification of a mänger, because a horse that 
feeds there signiiies understanding. The modest virgins who were seen in a neighbor- 
ing apartment, signified the affections of truth : and the chaste wife sigiiified the ccm- 
junction of goodness and truth. The infants signified the innocence of wisdom therein; 
they were ängels from the third heaven, who all appear as infants. The harlot with the 
dead horse, signified the falsification of the Word by many at this day, whereby all un- 
derstanding of the Word is destroyed t a harlot sigmfies falsification, and a dead hotse 
signifies the non-understanding of truth." Gompare A. R. 255, and T. C. R. 277. 
t För än account of the spirits termed €hnii see A. C 5035. 
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thoxEgh at fiist Bomewhat deparate, yet because flowing öom themselvés, was 
Caetually) in them, and thus by consequence (was fonned) according to them 
and. according to their defiléd Conception. They therefore appeared to them- 
selires to be of the same quality (with their idea), för an idea is thé image of him 
>wli.o produces it. Thus they appeared to themselves snch as they were, and in 
tlistt manner were punished from themselves for being what they were ; where- 
£ore a foul idea from phantasy carries with it the punishment of a representation 
like himself to him who forms it. 1748, 18 Oct. 

That the Cdestial Gyres tan never be understood. 

3607. Spirits who are prompted to inquire into the natnre of the celéstial gyres, 
jf they da not succeed in comprehending it, are prone to doubt and deny, as they 
are accustomed to do in regard to every subject which they do not imderstand. 
That the celéstial gyres are never iiitelligible,^ as how (for instance) the thoughts, 
endeavors, and forces flow, was shpwn by the courses (Jluxiones) of the fibres in 
our bodies, which it is impossible to trace, as in what manner they proceed (or 
fiow) from their principles or cortical substances, how they attach themselves to 
the cerebrum, which has the appearance of a mäss of jelly, and npon inspection 
resemble a series of knöts,, how they are intertwined with the fibres of the me- 
duUa oblongata, how with thé fibres of the cerebellum, how they are united in 
the meduUa spinalis, and then fill themselves with its' fibres ; how they after- 
wards arrange themselves in kiiots or ganglia, how they thence issne forthmiited 
or separate, how. they anastomize with each öther, and thus nnite or separate, 
how they come into planform junctions, and thence flow into the viscera, and 
how they act in each of the viscera themselves ; — since no one can understand 
how the fiact is in regard to these matters, in things corporeal and of a gross 
natore, how (can the truth be grasped) as to those which exist in the world of 
spirits, (considered) as to the forms, influxes, and effluxes of thoughts and endea- 
vors ? The fibres represent spiritual things, the principles of the fibres, which 
lie under the cortical substances, represent things celéstial, in which there aie 
forais still more indefinite (or numerous). Wherefore it is to be confessed, that 
since scarcely anything can be known, upon investigation, on these subjects, 
there is very little reason why any one, from mere ignorance, should doubt re- 
specting the thmgs that are <^ faith. 1748, 18 Oct. 

Tlua the Ideas of Spirits are botind to Pläce and the Things ofPhce, 

3608. Upon my conveying myself into an adjoining chamber,from whence I was 
to pass back into the former, it immediately seemed to me ås if a solitude had been 
ereated, and the spirits had withdrawn from me, when yet they were present in 
the adjacent room, where were my books and other things, which they had 
seen. Hence it may be inferred that such things are in the ideas of spirits ; in 
those of some, the things pertaining to books, in those of others, the things per- 
taining to utensils, in those of othérs the things of light, fire, and other matters 
connected with these, so that when they were left, and were not seen in the 
other chamber, they seemed themselves to have disappeared ; for they are pre- 
sent according to their ideas, to which» if such objects are wanting, they seem. 
themselves to withdraw. 

3609. The case was thB same when I put on a gaxment different from that 
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whksh I hadwcsnfor seveial montbs; I then seemed to tfaani bo mach like 
aaother pezson» that they scarcdy knew me. Hence an inference may be dxawp^ 
lespeeting the ideas and geoias of spirits. 1748» 18 Oct 

3810. It heace appean that the ideas of spirits are tenninated in material things» 
the nltimates of order» upon the removal of which they know not where they are» 
and disappear before they have fixed their ideas in other material objects. Thus 
also in regard to the Word of the Lord, and thus in like manner with the angela 
(acting) through spirits. 

.The Quality of ihose given to Reasoning, 

TbBf who are addicted to reafioning are those who doubt and deny. It wbs 
peroeived that they are persons of levlty» sufil^ring themselves to be led one way 
and another. They were thus represented in a noctumal half- waking vision, and 
appeared as women wandering ^bout through outer regions, conceming whom 
it ia usnally believed that such are distinguished for levity (levessunt)^ as also that 
they are adulterous, or easily ensnared into adultery, of \)^ich (some) con^lained 
(lespecting them). But it was said to them that if they did not actually commit 
ndultery or lewdness, yet they were prone to it upon suitable occaaions, and 
when eistemal bonds did not resträin. They were resembled in the first iostance 
to oyster shells, containing nothing inside, being mere shells ; but an oyst^ soft 
and &t within signifies thinga that are natural, by which spiritual and celestial 
things are wéll confiimed. 

3812. Sueh mozeover strike a pain into the left side of my head, forming there, 
as it w^e, härd knöts ; thus they are those also who incrust the brain. When it 
was given me by the Lord not to regard such objections or to admit them, then 
I perceived a pain in the nerves of the left (side of the) neck, so that I could 
scarcely tum my head, by reason of the pain (arising from) the hardness of the 
nerve. The cause of this was, that the reasoners were unwilliog to be present, 
butibegan to recede, as they also said. 1748, 18 Oct. 

That things more obscene than formerly prevcal in Christian countries, 

3813. Various obscenities were represented to me by many spirits that were 
above me, and it was said that they were from countries where Christians dwell, 
signifying, that they are obscene as to sexual matters, and that such are muM- 
plied at this day in those countriesi more than formerly ; for as vice increases (on 
earth), it is manifestly perceived in the other life, whither all come (aftér death). 
There are obscenities of thought, of discourse, and of life, causing matrimonies 
to grow vile, though they are yet kept up for the sake of the propagation of the 
hmnan race. It was then said that the lower parts of the earth (i. e. the lowor 
orders of men) abound at this day with such evils. 1748, 19 Oct. 

Tbae who do nai oåmt Ohjectiom againgt the Knowledges of Faith are kept 
secwre from evii Spirits. 

3814. (Cehain) spirits complained that they could no longer be present, be- 
cause as long as any one remained (firm) in the knowledges of faith, he viras not 
allowed to admit objections. They said therefore that they had no means of 
leading them, nffrfnmg also that it was throiigh this medium that they seduced 
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tlijflm ;• tfast by théfoice of a single objection all oonfiniäiig trnäis, however nu* 
meiFoiis, WOTB rendéred of no effect; for man is so bome on by bis cnpidittes» 
-vefkieh i^odace pbantasies, tbat they willingly admit objections, of wbich a sin* 
Sl3 oBfe then becomes strcmger with them than a tbonsand oonfinnations. 
^^Tlieiefne tbat a man be trae, or in trae faith, be ought to be in the opposite 
State, 8o tbat one tnith may prevail över a tbonsand or ten tbonsand objections} 
thiis evil spillts will flee> for tbey cannot live in sucb a spbexe. 1748» 19 OCL 

What aOual Emlia. 

3615. I was infonned, tbat actual evil is not only tbat wbicb a man bas ac- 
qiiired to bimself by acts, but also by thougbts.witbout acts ; for if externa! bonds 
liad not prevented, be would, from cupidity confirmed by reasonings, and in 
reasoning from cupidity, bave voluntarily, and witbout conscience, mshed into 
evil. An interio^r bond wbicb restrains man from actual evil, is tbat wbicb in- 
duces bim to tbink, tbat if be commits evil be sball lose the bappiness of etemal 
life, wbicb be expects ; and tbe desire to be cbief in heaven is also a bond wbicb 
restrains bim ; but tbis bond is not to be confounded witb conscience, wbicb, 
-vtrhen it is trae, cannot be given witbout love towards tbe neigbbor, so tbat a 
man prefers bis neighbor*s interests to bis own, and tbis love cannot exist witb- 
out faith in the Lord. Genuine conscience is given by tbe Lord througb tbe 
knowledges of a trae faith, tbus from genuine fiuth. Tbis <is said) in tbe pre* 
sence of angelic spirits. 1748, 19 Oct. 

Coneeming thé IfOertud JUbn. 

3616. Whenwriting coneeming spirits wbowere ignorant tbat an intemal man 
]a given, T was intellectually informed, and it was afterwards said in conversing 
with spirits, that it was wonderful tbat man did not know that there is an in- 
temal man, when every day be might, upon reflection, experimentally know 
that be bears bimself differently in gesture, look, and word, from what he in* 
wardly thinks, tbus tbat he separates bis exteriörs from bis interiörs, and thua 
appeais double, especially when bis interiörs are deceitful, consequently that he 
is one interiorly and ano^er exteriorly, on account of tbis separation. Hence it 
may appear that an interiör man is given, separate from the extemal or corpo- 
real, wbicb, if one thinks it to be thought only, could not be separated from the 
extemal, unless it were something real. But because they do not reflect, but 
abide in extemals, they do not know (the trath),and are less deceitful compared 
with others. Mcxeover, they could observe that good separates itself from evil ; 
that one, for instance, thinks that a certain thing is not to be done, thus that good 
in this way extinguishes the evil of thought, consequently that there is söme- 
tfaing still more interiör wbicb figbts with the thought. 1748, 19 Oct 

That there are Fruits afj^axtk in the offur Life. 

3617. When writing concernbig good woiks, tbat good woi^els aie nol neon- 
saryto salvation, according to the declarations of some, and that Mdi withont 
works saves,— a position contrary to the Lord's Word, who said tbat a tree ifi to 
known by its fruit— those who were in tbe persuasion, that fåith alone, witbout 
good works or ibe fruits of Mtb» saved, diew a ntunber of ioleieifeces» espeeåally 
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timt in the other life good woriLB or the fruits of feitii are not g^ven, inasmtieh as 
they are then in etemal felicity. But it was shown them that in the other Ixfe 
good works or the froits of Mth pre-eminently exist; that, for instance, tliere 
conld be no felicity in simple repose ; in being in societies, and having mutnal 
love» and thence deriving their felicity, bo that each should have the fehcity of 
others set över to his own account. Such a life would be without nse or 
end, and therefore not an active life, which is a life of love ; bnt they there pre- 
emin^itly show forth good works or the fruits of faith, as they perceive nothing^ 
more blessed than to gather spirits from the life of the body, to inform and teach 
them, nay to revive those who are at the point of death, conceming whom be- 
före ; then that they may minister to men and control the spirits that are "with 
them, and prevent their going beyond proper bounds, and also that they may 
inspire good into men; lastly that they may resuscitate the dead. In these 
things (good spirits) have their highest felicity from the Lord, thus also heaven 
and the ängels, so that they love the neighbor better than themselves. 1748, 
19 Oct. : thus they are images of the Lord. 

Conceming Impure and FUihy WaUr, 

3618. A certain spirit, in the life of the body, had contracted the persuasion, 
that after death, he should have a sweet sleep — even to the day of jndgment. 
Hence, also, in the other life, &om that persuasion he had contracted an extemal 
genius of such a nature, that he could induce upon any body a sweet sleep, — ^for 
a persuasion contracted in the life of the body has this peculiahty, — that a man 
can act from his persuasion, and the means of so doing are immediately present 
with him, although he is not aware whence the means come. He then so dex- 
terously induced a sleep upon the spirits, who were about me, that they fell, one 
afler another, into sleep ; he also tried the same thing with me, ^om which I 
could perceive whence the soporiferous power came. He said that he had done 
no evil, because, as he stated, he only wished to induce upon others a sweet 
sleep ; but, because it was from artifice, he was told, that it was not permitted. 
Nevertheless, he continued to do so, for he perceived a kind of self-glory hence 
arising, because he was enabled to act in this manner to other spirits. Although 
he said, that he did nothing but good to them, but because he did it for the sake 
of his own glory, and thus appeared to have dominion över other spirits, and as 
he afterwards exercised the same artifice from habit, there appeared to mefiWiy 
ivater, to which such a State of self-glory, and hence, of dominion över others, is 
compared (or corresponds). 

3619. When I was in a staté of sleep, and also in a middle state, between 
sleepiag and waking, a certain spirit wished that I should observe and write 
down those things which were in my mind, and it appeared pleasing to him, 
that they should be written ; but it was also perceived, on account of his own 
self-glory; wherefore filthy water was also seen to flow out of a certain canal, 
whence it was perceived that foul anék filthy water corresponds to that state in 
which ""a pereon is when he acts on account of his own glory and renown. 
1748, 20 Oct 

How mueh of Cupidity same reeeive from Combats. 

3620. Beholding some boys engaged infighting and blows, I perceived a very 
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liigfli degree of deUght flowing in from certain spirits, ftom which it was appa- 
rent how much they love ihe enmides of one towards aaother; for the quality 
of spirits it is given me immediately to perceive by certain (peouliar) modes» and 
ttiat influences fiow from them which it is not given to others to perceive who 
think efvery thing is of their own motion, and not excited by spirits. 

3621. Thence also it was appaient, how boys are forthwith trained to such 
batieds as to become incapable of looking at each other with a pleasant coimte- 
nance. Thns too it is evident of what quality such boys, even very young ones, 
•will be ill the other life» where mutoal loye leigns. 1748, 20 Oct. 

That the Evä cannot see tohat Evä w, er what Good is. 

3622. I was permitted tö inquire of deceitful and evil spirits, if they knew what 
evil is, to which they were not able to reply ; for it was perceived, that they do 
not think the evil which is in them to be evil, but good, because they prefer 
themselves to all, and place all good in the love of self, and the love of the world, 
and do not consider it as evil; wherefore they cannot see evil, thinking that 
w^hatever is in them is good. They were asked whether they knew what good 
* is ; nor qpuld they reply to this, for they think, that what is. truly good is evil, 
wherefore they persecute good. It was perceived that good cannot be seen from 
evil ; but that from good, because from the Lord, may be seen both what is good 
and what is evil Hence it was concluded, that although such spirits think them- 
selves wiser than others, they, nevertheless, know nothing. 1748, 20 Oct. 

That Ddights and Pleasures are hy no means dehied to Man, 

3623. Some think, that they who are in the faith, should remove from them- 
selves all the delights of life, and all the pleasures of the body : but this I can 
assert, that delights and pleasures have never been denied to me ; for I have 
been permitted to eojoy not only the pleasures of the body and the senses, like 
those who hve (in the world), but I have also been permitted to enjoy such de- 
lights and felicities of life, as, I believe, no persons in the whole world ever be- 
fors enjoyed, which were gteater and more exquisite than any person could 
imagine and believe. 1748, 20 Oct. 

Refledions of Thought, 

3624. It is well known that by means of reflections we may leaxn the things 
pertaining to the body, as how the eye sees, the ear hears, the nose smells, the 
tODgue taste^, and the touch perceives the diversities of body, for without reflec- 
tion nothing is perceived, as is the case with those in a state of abstraction, 
whose body is almost as insensible as in sleep. But reflections of thoughts are 
given, which have very often been observed by me, but have not been described, 
because it was not thus given previously to reflect upon them. There are vari- 
ous objects of thoughts, in which, while a man is held, or his reflection is kept 
fixed upon them by spirits, they occasion much disturbance, as experience 
abnndantiy teaches respecting those things which are at present his own, or 
which may happen hereafter. As often as it was given me to think of my gar- 
den, of him who had the care of it, of my being called home, of money matters, 
of the State of the miads of those thcit were known to me, of the st^te or oharac- 
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ter of 1ho86 in my house, of tfae things that I wbs to wiite, espeoialiy how tliey 
wonld be reoeived by others, and the probability that they would not be under- 
etood, of new gannents that were to be obtained, and Yarioas other things of 
this kind — ^whenever I was held for some time in this kind c^ reflection, sj^xits 
would immediately throw in inconvenient, troublesome, and evil suggefitioDs» 
togetherwith confirmations and cupidities; and it vms observed that ixrhen I 
had not been in the thought of snch things for months or years, I had no care 
«bout them, etill less did they give tronble. These are the refiecdons of thoaght, 
in which whoever is detained he is the more infested by evil spirits the longer 
the reflection is continned. 

3625. Hence arises the melancholy of many persons, hence debilitated minds, 
hence the delirinms of many men, hence too insaniti^s and phantasies ; for those 
who are engrossed in thought conceming spiritual things, conceming the life 
after death, conceming misfortunes, into such persons spirits, from their own 
proprium, infuse many things which are of memory, and hold them a long time 
presented, even till they occasion insanities and phantasies. Wherefore those 
who affect a solitary kind of life are especially prone to fall into such things, 
for they are dispelled by varieties, and thus by (mingling with) societies. Still 
more does this arise firom the solicitude of self-love, and more yet froYn the love 
of gain, and a pondering upon the future, and especially if any signal misfor- 
tune comes into the account, so much the more are they driven into phantasies, 
and at length into insanities, 

3626. Some persons are led by spirits to that degree, that they cannot retum 
to what is true, but their phantasies have become so deeply rooted, that as oiten 
as they fall into those thoughts, they are so completely absorbed in them that 
they cannot be dispelled by change of circumstances, but they remain in the per- 
suasion that things are as they imagine, and themselves also. When cases oi 
this kind are obvious to the worid, they are called open insanities, for from such 
msanity or phantasy they do not suffer themselves to be recovered, thongh ap- 
parently sane on all other subjects, as many insane persons are. It is a particu- 
lar species of insanity, like that of a couple of men at Hulm, one of whom car- 
ries about written papers, the other supposes himself to be a bird ; thongh thére 
are many of this character who are not generally regarded as such. All phan- 
tasies respecting spiritual things derive their origin from this source, and which 
prevail so far as they have induced persuasions. 

3627. There are spirits of such a quality— which is remarkable— (hat while a 
man thinks himself in another city, and to be walking there, while he deems 
himself to be out of himself, and his image is thus represented ; while he thinks, 
or, as it were, dreams of a fact of this kind, then the spirits, who are still more 
without reflection, think the fact to be altogether so, and that they are in the 
city; yea, they have dosely followed my image, not knowing but that it was I 
myself. Tlius too in other things which in like manner enter a man^s thoughts, 
they, from being but little in reflection, imbibe the phantasy that things are 
really so (as one imagines), as in the case of the insane man of Hulm, who ib 
like a spirit when in phantasy, thiuking himself to be a son-in-law of the Ifing ; 
for spirits do not know otherwise than that he is, being of themselves to such a 
degree insane; but so frur as reflection is given them, they may be lestrained 
from iheir insanity ; butnot so withman; he oan tbink soicb thiDgs. but still he 
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knawfl&e fact not to be so, as, for instance, (he knows) that he is not ^xmlking 
In another city ; and so of man^ other things. 

3628. Therefore the Lord alone makes provision that man may not come into 
sxich insanities, and thence into inntuneraUe phantasies ; and in order to prevent 
this, He conmiands that we shall have no care for the morrow, for this is what 
is fidgnified by having care for the moirow. Those, therefore, who are in such 
conceits, and strongly inclined to them, can by no means be drawn ont of them, 
except by faith in the Lord. Those who are in ^th are iiberated by the Lord, 
however infested by spirits, and this by inimmerable methods» both extemal and 
intemal. 174a, 21 Oct. 

Coneeming a Flamy Appeamnce brfore ihe Eyn, 

3629. There snddenly fell a large flaming something befbre my eye, which it 
dazzled in a manner that cannot be deacribed. It was so resplendent as not only 
to dazzle the (outward) eye, but the interiör sight aJso, whlch I now clearly per- 
ceive, for I fell at once into a state of wonder whence sueh a brightness could 
proceed. Presently there was perceived a something obscure, like an obsoure 
cloud, but in which there was something teirene. I perceived that this came 
from the Lord, through heaven, in order that it might appear how great is the 
wisdom of ängels compared with the intelligence of inferior spirits, which are 
respectively as this inteose celestial flame and that (terrene) obscnrity to each 
other. Wherefore the difference is such as cannot be desoribed. Thus are all 
and each of the things of the angehc heaven, not the wisdom only (in general), 
but each particular of the wisdom, so also the speech, the felicity, and every 
thing else. This was several times perceived before by the infiux into me of the 
interiör ängels, of which I was only sensible by (feeling) something approaching 
to cold. 

3630. How curious spirits are may also hence appear, for many societies of 
spirits sent subjects to me, and very solicitoualy inquired what was signified by 
that flaming celestial appearance. They were not content when informed that it 
signified what I have just said ; for there was then a väst number of societies 
around me, so that I perceived myself in fellowship with a multiCude who ob- 
sérved that something flaming of this kind had been conveyed to me« 1748» 
21 Oct 

That ihe Speech of Interiör Spirits eovld not he communicated to me without Subjects» 

3631. It was shown in a varlety of ways that the speech and thought of in- 
teriör spirits could not reach me without subjects, for they conversed with me 
both with subjects and without. When without subjects, there was a kind of 
tmdulation wafted to my ears, as of a number speaking, but of what they said 
not a word was understood, though I was informed that they were in manifest 
speech and thought, and that on their part they were entirely distinct, nor was 
theirs a perception in common, for I attended closely tö observe whether the in- 
fiux was one of common (thoughts and words) ; but by means of intermediate 
subjects I perceived and heard what they said and thought 

3632. The nature of subjects is such, that when many design to speak through 
one, a subject is immediately made,--which it was given to know from this, that 



Digitized by 



Google 



<4 äWEDENBORG^S SPOtlTUÄL DIARY. 

when I said to a subject that others spöke through him, aad my regard was 
directed towards them, then one of them was iamiediately constituted a subject 
of others, who was mdignant that he was thus let down mto a lower sphere, and 
that the whole society should uow speak through him. Subjects are thus made 
among interiör spirits, and whenever others concentrate their thoughts upon one 
of their number, he comes into the world of inf erior spirits. 

3633. Whoever is a subject, inasmuch as he supposes that he speaks from 
himself, supposes also that those who speak through him are nothing—^thatthey 
do not even think— while they that speak through him, or the interiör (spirits), 
suppose him also, through whom they speak, to be nothing; which was evinced 
to me by the case of one who was a subject, and who said that' they were no- 
thing. In reflecting upon this it was said and perceived, and perhaps also made jl 
a topic of conversation, that the interiör (spirits) tbought in like mamier of the 
subject himself, that he was nothing. Hence it appears how it should happen i 
that every spirit imagines that he lives and thinks, and thus is the man (in whom I 
he acts) while he knows so litde of the man that he is not even aware that he ^ 
is anytiung distinct from himself. Thus men walk about as machines ; they are | 
nothing in the eyes of spirits; and if they know one to be a man, and also a I 
spirit, they would still look upon him as an inanimate machine, while the man \ 
all the time supposes himself to be living and thinking, and the spirit to be ; 
nothing. 

3634. Wherefore, unless the Lord saw the man to be something, the whole 
world of spirits would see him as nothing, and even if something, yet still as 
something inanimate, as they have often thought conceming me. 1748, 21 Oct 

That the Objects of Sight and Hearing are the Variations of Vessds. 

3635. As the life of the Lord flows into heaven and into the world of spirits» ^ 
thus into the thoughts of man, and yet it appears, notwithstanding, that the ob* 

jects of sight and hearing flow into the thoughts, and thus extemal things (in 
general), in order that I might be made acquainted with the actual fact in the 
matter, and (be convinced) that this fiowidg in of extemal things into the 
thoughts is a frdlacy, it was given me to perceive, that the objects of sight, and 
also of hearing, produce no other effect than variously to dispose the interiör 
vessels which are of the lower thought ; as according to the quality of these 
vessels such is the reception of the ideas of spirits which flow in, for the vessels 
receive influx according to their forms, and therefore according as they are dis- 
posed by objects, even when it so happens that ideas are tumed into what is 
contrary. Thence it is that those who are in a common idea, apply to them- 
selves all the particulars, and thus draw themselves away from the common 
idea, and apparently lead the particulars to that point. This is evident from in- 
numerable testimonies ; and that it might be still more palpable, a spirit spake 
with me, in order to my more fiilly apprehending the truth. It was then given 
obscurely to apperceive it, but inasmuch as a fallacy of the senses prevails from 
the (apparent) flowing of objects into the thoughts, I could gain no more distinct 
knowledge on the point than is stated above. I perceived that spirits who are 
in that fallacy persist in it. 1748, 21 Oct. 
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In the ex L^k upon wliioh we have now entered, we do not I 

pleilge our . criminately of evoiy seiitejice or section coiitained I 

in the Diary. \Vh do trauslate w uslate faithfully. But we do not ! 

.I.MMn ourselves pr. iVom the exercis, , ... Jiscrelion. Some paragraphs, for 

iple, have a scientlfic character, going into delicate physiological details, sucli a» 
uio ?eldom presented except in works of p«re science ; and as it might be iniproper 
and woiiUl certainly be contrary to usage, to publish such details in a work intended for 
general readers, we shall omit them. At tlie same timc we would have it iinderstood 
that the bulk of the Diary will be translated. The parts omitted wiU be a mere fraction 
ofthe whole, so that we do not hesitate to affix the general t The Spiritual Diary 

orj^uTdenboiiJ:" to the work. 
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PUBLISHEP BY JOHN ALLÉN, 139 NASSAU STREET. 

We are hapr -^"^^ ^^'^ ^^^un re-publication of this great work. The Apoca- 

lypse Explained, next to the Arcana, is the grand repository of Swedenborg^s spiritual 
exposition nC ^U. Word. The niunber of passages eo]laterallv o.r,.;^.^ ^, ^o their in- 
ternal sen nnense ; and as a treasury of dio reco: ,,s respectmg die 

nature, law., aac operations of the re<,.nPn,rr. i;,v .-. .... ,,,,,., ^^ .^ffieiently appre- 
ciated. The NeW Chiirchman's hbrary ^.^j^^^ ^.^j^^^^^ ^^.^ ^^^^^^ 

Uaving never befbre been re-pruited iu uns connuj, and the English editlon, in six 
volumes, being necessarily put at a very high price, it has hitberto been accessible to 
comparatirely few of those among us who would more highly prize it. The desideratum 
is now abJUt being supphed by tlie enterprize of Mr. AUen. Ho proposes to issue the 
work inthirtyperiodicalnumbers, at twenty-five cents each, of which the two first have 
ah-eady appeared. It is executed in bcaiulfnl .tvln, nn,i ..;ii ..o,.,. .^ ^-^.^.r^ribers, wh, 
complete, at only #7.50. 

"We eamestly hope the pubiisher \,xu ^^ uacquaTeiy siistained in tlie undcrtaking, 
but a limited edition is pubhshed, the pecuniary results will be comparatively trifling, 
even if the whole is sold. Having been influenced as much by a view to the good of 
the cause as to his own advantage, he is catitled to appeal to the same principle in the 
friends of thes© doctrines, in aid of a well-mc> mewhat hazardous enterprize 
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NOTICE. 



It is proposed to issi Svtedenboro Library » iu serial poi 

sixteen pages eacli, in tlie general style öf the j' 

a quarkr cenis 'v,r Xn The contents wUl embrucu lut- c-xtuusu-e rango oi 
"^'^' '^'6 to the Spiritual World iiidicntoc! in fhc Inlroduc- 

tion, togethe» ^v^lh nian\ aring more or 

theme. Double number-i, at twelve and a half cents, will oc 
publishcd, wheuever it seenis desirable not to break the coui.uu.iy ui uu- 
nanu rty-two numbere will form a good sized vokime of 512 paces. 

Subscription taken by the publisher for the whole . 

to be paid m advaiice. To persons remittiiig oue dollar, sixteen niimbers 
wUl be sent by mail, after which subscriptions can be received for another 
half volnme.-The numbers will bo published at mtervals of two or three 
weeks. each one containing on the cover tho annoiincement of Uie subject 
of the 

It is presumed that the series wiU eventuaUy include the reprint entire 
of most or all of the minor works. unfolding the doctrhud character of the 
system, which as it rests upon the same authority as tliat of the revelations 
-to wit, a divine illumination-is entitled to the same réspect. If the 
truth of the " Meraorabilia" be admitted, the conclusion that Sw^edenborg-s 
writings contaiii an authentic republication of the true doctrines of ChrManUy, 
cannot be avoided. If they are not true, it will be seen that they present I 
problem, tlie solutiou of which on the gromid of consoious or uuconscious 
imposture, affords the reflecting mind no relief. 

The Publisher ventures to express the hope, that all those who may 
approve the plan and execution of the work, will use such efforts as their 
mterest may dictate towards increasmg the list of subscribers. 

JOHN ALLÉN 

t 'to oi^wjct^i uj mii ncXt jS ixinuvi' Will bc 

HELL AND TT» MTSKT^ti?*^ 



